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London-Citizen Exceedingly Injured: 


OR A 


8 #ITISS 
INQUISITION 


DISPLAY?'D, 


In an Account of the UNPARALLEL'D CasE of a 
Citizen of London, Bookſeller to the late Queen, 
who was in a moſt unjuſt and arbitrary Manner 
ſent on the 23d of March 173;z, by one Robert 
Wightman of Edinburgh, a mere Stranger, toa 
Private Madhouſe. 


CONTAINING, | 

I. An Account of the ſaid CIT Iz ERN's barbarous Treatment in 
Wright's Private Madhouſe on Bethnal-Gram for nine Weeks 
and ſix Days, and of his rational and patient Behaviour, whilſt 
Chained, Handeuffed, Strait-WWaſteccated and Impriſaned in 
the faid Madhouſe : Where he probably would have been con- 

tinued, or died under his Confinement, if he had not moſt 
Providentially made his Eſcape : In which he was taken up 
” the Conſtable and Watchmen, being ſuſpected to be a 
elon, but was unchain'd and ſet at liberty by Sir Jobn 
Barnard the then Lord Mayor. 

II. As alſo an Account of the illegal Steps, falſe Calumnies, 
wicked Contrivances, bold and deſperate Deſigns of the ſaid 
Wightman, in order to eſcape Juſtice for his Crimes, with 
ſome Account of his engaging Dr. Monro the Chairman, 
and Dr. Guyſe, Mr. Crokſbank, . Ofwald, F. Ccate, 
and R. Frton to be Judges of his BLIND-BEN CH, and 
others as his Accomplices. | 

The Whole humbly addreſſed to the LeGritsLATURE, as 
plainly ſhewing the abſolute Neceſſity of regulating Private 
Madhouſes in a more effectual manner than at preſent, 


The Sz: cond EDIT To. 


Brethren, pray for us, that we may be delivered from wnreaſonble 
' and wicked Mer, 2 Theſſ. iii. 1, 2. 
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Printed for T. Cooper at the Globe in Pater-noſter- Row, 
and A, Dopp at the Peacock without T; emple- Bar, 17 39. 
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TO THE 


RIGHT HONOURABLE 


My Lord HARRINGTON, 
One of His Majesry's Principal 


Secretaries of State. 


Mx LokvD, | 


Mage O U R Lordſhip” s great Benevo.ence, 
and kind Concern expreſſed to 
the Injured Perſon for the ill 
Uſage he met with, is an En- 
couragement to lay the following 
| ournal or Narrative of his great 
Sufferings, in a moſt humble Manner, before your 
Lordſhip. 

THIS Afair, My Lok, is now under the 


| Cogniſance of the Law. The following Narrative 


is bumbly inſcribed to Your Lordſhip, as being in 
ene of. the higheſt and moſt laboriaus Stations under 
bis MAIESTv, whom GOD long preſerve ; and hav- 
ing given many Proofs of Your great Goodneſs and 
Regard to the Liberties of Mankind, Your Lord- 


Hip, in perufing the following Fournal, will find 


that there is a horrid and barbarous Inquiſition at 
Bethnal-Green, which, it is humbly hoped, may be 


ſuppreſſed by Your Lordſhip and other worthy Patriots, 
Jo that that growing Evil may be extinguiſhed; 


Where boneſt, ſenfible and judicious Perſons are by 
| Malice, 


* 


DEDICATION. 


Malice, Envy, Revenge, and other unaccountable 
Motives burried from their Habitations, their Lives 
endangered, their Health impaired, and their Sub. 
flance waſted, their Credit intirely ly fink, and they per- 
haps rendred for ever uſeleſs in their Generation 
Where Injured Perſons often ſuffer unheard, untried, 
and without having the leaſt hopes of Remedy, being 
deprived of Pen, Ink and Paper, and the Vijits of 
Friends. 


The following Scene of Iniquity, My Lox, may 
j ſeem at firſt myſterious, but the Key that opens it is, 
* That two imprudent and precipitant Men having 
committed a moſt unaccountable and unjuſtifrable 
Aclion in my unjuſt Impriſonment, and thereby ha- 
ing involved themſelves in a Labyrintb, rather than 
to endeavour to obtain their Pardon or Releaſement 
by a deep and bumbl: Submiſſion, did wickedly con- 
<4 ve 10 ſcreen themſelves by drawing in ſome of 
their Friends, who conſpired to tranſport the In- 
ured Perſon, 5 y the Ajhitance of a certain Docłor, 
© from Bethnal-Green to Bethlehem, where they 
« ſuppoſed, if once in that Place, he could not be able 
* to have a legal Satisfaftion. But, bleſſed be God, 
who akvays favoured him by his watchful Provi- 
dence -over him, and remarkably fruſtrated the 


wicked Deſigns of the blind and unaccauntable | 
Conſprrators. 


YOUR Lordſhip is humbly "PINE to excuſe the 
Liberty of this ſeccond Addreſs. That God may 
continue Your great Uſefulneſs, and bleſs you in 
Reſpetts, is the bearty Prayer of, 


ee 


9 A #& = A a A 


* 


Ch My LORD, Your Lordſhip's 85 
e Moſt obedient and mot 
London, June 23, N Humble Servant, 


1739. 0 
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ä THE 
London-Citizen Exceedingly Injured : 


OR A 


JOURNALor NARRATIVE 
Rs i + | 
Mr. C—'s Sufferings 


At Bethnal-Green, by one Wightman and his 
Accomplices. 


Short Narrative is here given of the hor- 
rid Sufferings of a London-Citizen in Wright's 
private Madhouſe at Bethnal- Green, dur- 
ing nine weeks and ſix days, (till he made 
his wonderful Eſcape) by the Combination 
of Robert Wightman Merchant at Edin- 
a burgh, a ſtranger in Londen, and others, 
who had no right, warrant or authority in Law, Equity or 
Conſanguinity, or any other manner whatſoever, to concern 
themſelves with him or his affairs; and yet moſt unjuſtly im- 
priſoned him in that diſmal place. How unjuſtly and unac- 
countably they acted in firſt ſending Mr. C. to Bethnal-Green, 
and how cruel and barbarous they were in their bold and 
deſperate Deſign to fix him in Bethlehem, (after Mr. C. re- 
fuſed to ſign their Pardon) that they might ſcreen themſelves 
from puniſhment, by covering one heinous crime with a- 
nother more heinous, will appear by the following Journal 
of Mr C.'s Sufferings. | {a lv 
After thirteen years acquaintance with Mr. Bryan Payne, 
Cornchandler in Picadilly, and his Wife, where Mr. C. had 


officiated as Chaplain for ſome * on Sabbath-Evenings, and 
| was 


— 
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was uſed like their particular Friend, the ſaid Mr. Payne died 
Auguft 9, 1737. Some conſiderable time after his deceaſe 
Mr. C. made his addreſſes to the Widow Payne, then a 
Gentlewoman of a great fortune, and was greatly encouraged 
by her, which increaſed his Affection. He was kindly re- 
ceived by her in the way of Courtſhip, and ſupping with her 
on Monday and Tueſday the 13th and 14th of March, at both 
thoſe times he plainly expreſſed his great Efteem and Affection 
for her; and his addreſſes were received chearfully and pleaſant- 
ly, without the leaſt contradiction. | 

March 17. Mr. C. after he had been deeply engaged as 
Corrector at the Printing-Office - in Mild-Court, went about 
Eight o'clock at night to viſit Mrs. Payne, who entertained 
him moſt chearfully, and gave him ſcope enough to talk over 
his affair, which ſhe received with a moſt agreeable air. He 
ſpoke to her what he thought was proper upon the affair 
in hand, but by ſome expreſſions ſhe dropt Mr. C. began to 
ſuſpect her Sincerity with regard to him. 

March 18. Mr. C. being apt. to think, that what Mrs. 
Payne ſaid the night before, was chiefly for a trial of his 
love, and that it might be ſaid of her, 

Ardeat ipſa tamen, tormentis gaudet Amantis, 

wrote this morning a letter to her, and acquainted her that he 
deſigned to pay his reſpects to her to day at dinner-time. Mr. 
C. intended to get a plain Anſwer, and to know fully her Re- 
ſolution from her own Mouth; and having done his buſineſs 
that morning at the Printing-Office in Mild- Court, he went 
- afterwards to Mrs, Payne's ; and when he came thither, Mr. 
William Crookſhank and Fohn Ofwald were with her. Upon 
Mr. C.'s going into Mrs. Payne's Dining-room ſhe was not 
dreſſed, and went out without ſaying one word, which 
greatly diſpleaſed him; yet he tarried ſome time, being in 
hopes of her being quickly in a better diſpoſition ; but he being 
afterwards ſatisfied, that he had been miſ-uſed by her in ſuch a 
manner that no generous man could bear, he was greatly diſ- 
obliged, and juſtly on the account of the great Encouragement 
ſhe had given him in his addreſſes on former occaſions. 

Crookſhank and Ofwald were ſo officious, that they followed 
Mr. C. home to his lodging in J/hite's-Alley in Chancery- 
Lane, tho” he earneſtly begged them not to go to his lodging, 
nor to ſpeak any thing to Grant or his Wife of the affair 
relating to Mrs. Payne, fearing the weak people might miſ- 
conſtrue it: But thoſe two weak and imprudent men, con- 
trary to all juſtice and prudence, made ſecretly a falſe re- 
\ preſentation of Mr, C. and of this Affair to his filly _— 

. or 


T 
| 
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lord and Landlady, who live in Ofwald's houſe, and are only 
his ſervants. The falſe notions that Crookfhank and Oftwald 
inſtilled into the weak brains of Grant and his Wife, oc- 
caſioned them from thenceforth to behave towards Mr. C. 
in a very fooliſh and contradictory manner. Whether theſe 
Perſons miſconſtrued Mr. C.'s actions to curry favour with 
Mrs. Payne, they know beſt. Mr. JW/hatley of Gray's-Inn, 
and Claudius Bonner, a Compoſitor at the Printing-Office in 
Wild-Court, called this eyening of Mr. C. at his lodging, 
and they have both declared that he behaved very ſenſibly, 
March 19, Mr. C. being engaged to go this — to the 
Meeting- houſe in Swallow-ſtreet, and being much offended at 
Mrs. Payne for her Haughtineſs and bad Behaviour towards 
him, choſe to fit in that Front- ſeat of the Gallery where Mr. 
Payne and Mrs. Payne ſome years before uſed to ſit, that he 
might rather triumph over Mrs. Payne, than ſhew a mean 
or ſervile Spirit for the great Diſappointment ſhe had given 


him. It was owned by every body that he was very atten- 


tive in publick Service. Mr. Crookſhank had told him that 
he had been invited to dine this day with Mrs. Payne: Mr. 
C. deſir'd at noon that he would not go to dine with her; 
Crookſhank promiſed to grant him his Requeſt, but he broke 
his Promiſe and went. After the Afternoon's Service in 
Swallow-Street, Mr. C. went home to his aforeſaid Lodg- 


ing; and Wightman and Ofwald paſſed the evening with him 


in good Diſcourſe, and regular Devotion perform'd by him 
in a decent and unexceptionable manner. | 
Monday, March 20. This morning Wightman, without 
being deſired or expected, came to Mr. C.'s room, and ad- 
viſed him not to go to the Printing-Office that day, but to be 
let blood, and ftay at home, which Mr. C. at laſt complied 
with, tho* with great reluctance. Mr. C. wrote a letter to 
Mr. Ragg the Surgeon, who came and let him blood: He 
was at home all that day in a quiet and calm manner. 
Tueſday, March 21. He called in the morning on his 
Landlady Grant's Wife for ſome of his Papers committed to 
her care, but ſhe for a great while made no Anſwer, *till at 
laſt ſhe ſaid they might be about his bed: But while Mr. C. 
was making diligent ſearch for them, John Huet a Black- 
ſmith in the neighbourhood came up with a ſtick in his 
hand, in order to ſeize him as a Madman; which Mr. C. 
looked upon as the higheſt Affront and greateſt Provocation. 
Mr. C. took the ſtick from him, and forced him down ftairs : 
But in a few minutes Grant and his Wife alarmed the neigh- 
bourhood as if he was a Madman, and fo about a dozen of 
1 s. 7 B 2 them 
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them came in, whom he obliged to go out, and then ſhut the 
doors. They rallied by the cellar-window, particularly a 
bloody Butcher came from below, who disfigured Mr. C. 's 
face with ſeveral blows: And while he was grappling with 
this diabolical Butcher, John Duck a Blackmore and John 
Anderſon a Coachman came up, reſcued Mr. C. from the 
Butcher, and ſeized him. This cruel Butcher ſoon after gave 
him a ſevere blow, to the great effuſion of his blood, with a 
ſtick on the head, without the leaſt provocation, and then 
quickly diſappeared, and no body can give any account of 
him. Mr. C. was amaz'd at this uncommon Treatment, 
and asked whether they were all become Madmen? 

Duck and Anderſon went up ſtairs with Mr. C. where he 
lay down on a bed, and Mr. Ragg the Surgeon came to dreſs 
his Wound. He examined if it had fractured the Skull, but 
happily it had not; for had it been a little deeper, it had 
been mortal. A Tool of Wightmar's formerly an Apprentice to 
a Taylor, but lately a Coffin-breaker and Grave-digger in 
St. Andrew's Burying-ground, and a few months before a 
pretended Phyſician of no figure, came in, who with great 
impudence inſulted over Mr. C. but he greatly deſpiſed this 
filly man, and calmly and compoſedly deſired Fohn Duncan 
then in the room, to go to the learned and eminent Phyſician 
Dr. Hulſe, to come and ſee him; but tho Duncan promiſed 
to go, he never went. Mr. C. often called for a Conſtable, 
but tho* there was one at hand, he would not come, he not 
approving of their conduct. This was about twelve o'clock. 
He ſaw himſelf obliged to ſubmit peaceably and patiently to 
their orders all that day. 

Wedneſday, March 22. Mr. C. ſtayed at home all day, 
cool and "ſedate, employing his time in reading: But the 
fooliſh people would allow none of his Friends to viſit him, 
tho” ſome particular Friends called both yeſterday and to day, 
and earneſtly deſired to go up to ſee him; yet Migbtman hin- 
dered Mr. kelly Bull and Mr. Frederick Bull, two of Mr. 
Cs particular Friends, from coming up to ſee him; and 
Grant and his Wife who ſtood at the door, were fo impu- 
dent as to refuſe Entrance to Mr. John Cargil another parti- 
cular Friend, and made Mr. C. their Priſoner. 

Thurſday, March 23, Mr. C. ſorting his Papers this morning 
in his room on the table where a candle ftood, the fooliſh peo- 
ple made a great breach in the door, and knocked at it with ſuch 
Fury, that they made the ſnuff of the candle to fall upon three 
Jooſt ſheets of paper on the table, and ſet fire to them ; which 


Mr. C. to prevent any bad conſequence, wrapt up — 
| #4 
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and put them out at the breach of the door. This is all 
2 that the malicious people had to ſay that Mr. 
C. deſigned to ſet the houſe on fire; which is abominably 
falſe. | 
This day Oliver Roberts a Chairman came, as he ſaid, from 
ne Robert Wightman in Spring-Gardens, and told Mr, C. 
t the ſaid Vigbtman wanted to ſpeak with him at his lodgings 
in Spring-Gardens ; and Roberts taking with him Anderſon 
the Coachman, decoy'd Mr. C. into a Hackney-coach ; and 
till the Coach came to Ludgate-hill Mr. C. did not fully 
diſcover their wicked Deſign, for the Coach- windows were 
drawn up: Mr. C. had asked Roberts in Chancery-Lane 
which way the Coach was to go to Spring- Gardens * Roberts 
anſwered, Up the Strand. And when Mr, C. ſaw himſelf thus 
impoſed\ upon, he expoſtulated with them in the — | 
manner: Oh! what are you going to do with me? I 
God, I am not mad. Are you going to carry me to 
* Bethlehem ? How great is this Affliction! This is the way 
© to put an end to all my Uſefulneſs in the World, and to 
© expoſe me to the higheſt Degree! Oh! what ſhall I do? 
© God help me! I defire to ſubmit to the Will of God.” 
Roberts then poſitively told him that he had Orders from 
the ſaid Wightman to carry him to Country-Lodgings near 
Bow, which proved to be Wright's private Madhouſe on 
Bethnal-Green, where he delivered him to Fohn Davis the 
Under-Keeper of the faid Madhouſe, when Mr. C. requeſt- 
ed Roberts and Anderſon not to expoſe him by telling any 
body of his being brought to ſo diſmal a Place: And No- 
berts particularly remembers that Mr. C. faid, he hoped that 
God would make this great Affliction turn to his Good. 
Roberts alſo declares that Mr. C. always ſpoke ſenſibly, and 
behaved well, and much like a Gentleman. 

The faid Davis locked Mr. C, up in a room in the Mad- 
houſe, who was at firſt much 7 but after going to 
Prayer was greatly comforted; and ſoon after Davis, Samuel 
Hall the Barber, and Dorothy Mayleigh Houſemaid came, 
and ſpoke very civilly to the Priſoner, who this afternoon 
asked Mall if he ſaw any ſign of Diſorder about him? To 
which Wall replied, None at all as yet, but that he did not 
know how ſoon an alteration might come, which proved 
only a groundleſs ſuſpicion. 

That very afternoon the Priſoner deſired Pen, Ink, and 
Paper, but Davis refuſed it to one in his Circumſtances; yet 
the Priſoner acquainting Davis with the occaſion, relating to 
his Shop under the Royal-Exchange, and promiſing to _ 
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the Letter to Davis, the Houſemaid brought him ſome 
Paper. This Letter was directed to John Scot, who had the 
care of the Priſoner's Shop, and was acknowledged by Scot 
and others to be a very ſenſible Letter, and much to the 
purpoſe. 

Soon after in the evening the ſaid Scot with Mr. Robert 
Macpherſon and Mr. John Duncan, came to viſit the Priſoner, 
who ſpoke to them very ſenſibly, and ſhewed no ſigns of 
Madneſs in his Converſation with them, as has been atteſted _ 
under the hands of the ſaid Macpherſon and Duncan. 

After they were gone, Nightman and Oftwald came to the 
Priſoner, who with very great temper ſeriouſly expoſtulated 
with J/ightman about his preſuming to ſend him to a Mad. 
houſe, that had no Power over him in Law, Equity or Conſan- 

inity, but was his very ſlender acquaintance, and a ſtranger 
to all his affairs ; and asked by what authority he had been 
ſo bold as to do fo ? 

Wightman was confounded, and blamed Grant and his 
Wife, who, he ſaid,” were very weak filly perſons: Ofwals, 
like a ſelf- condemned Perſon, was very ſilent, eſpecially upon 
hearing that his Wife had been convicted of a groſs Lye ſhe 
had uttered to Mrigbis Wife in the morning, when ſhe took 
the room for the Priſoner ; and ſo Vigbtman and Ofwald 
went away abruptly and without ceremony, inſtead of beg- 
ging Pardon and releaſing the Priſoner. Davis was preſent 
at this Converſation, and told J/jghtman, after he went out 
of the room, that he had not obſerved any figns of Madneſs 
about his Priſoner ; but Y/ightman, who pretends to know 
that a perſon is mad from the Tone of his Voice, replied, 
that the Priſoner would be ill about three o'clock in the 
morning, but he proved a falſe Prophet. When the Priſoner 
went to bed about eight o'clock, Davis came and told him, 
that ſeeing he was in a Madhouſe, he muſt allow himſelf to 
be uſed as a Madman, and ſubmit to have the Chain on the 
bedſtead lock'd upon his Leg, which the Priſoner patiently 
ſubmitted to. | 

Friday, March 24, Davis told the Priſoner in the morn» 
ing, that laſt night when Vighiman and Ofwald left his room, 
they went confounded up the firſt pair of ſtairs, as at a loſs 
what to determine to do, and then went to conſult with 
Wright's Wife, a moſt improper perſon indeed for adviſing 
the Releaſement of the Priſoner. | 

The Priſoner deſired Davis to tell his Maſter Mrigbt to 
come himſelf and unlock the Chain, but Wright, who had 

| | not 
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not come home till five or ſix o'clock in the morning, told 
Davis that he would not do it for 500 l. 
' . Thomas Lindon Apothecary coming to viſit a Patient in the 
Madhouſe, the Priſoner defired him to feel his Pulſe, who 
having felt it, declared it was regular and in order. Alſo 
ob London Apothecary, coming to viſit the Priſoner by 
ightman's Order, felt his Pulſe, and declared it to be re- 
gular, as he afterwards acknowledged before the Lord Mayor. 
The faid London brought phyſick with him for the Priſoner, 
by the Preſcription of Dr. Monro, tho' the Doctor did not 
viſit him till the goth of this Inſtant March. The Pri- 
ſoner prudently ſubmitted to take the phyſick that evening. 
It is to be obſerved, that if Priſoners in this Madhouſe re- 
fuſe to take what is ordered them, there is a terrible iron 
Inſtrument put into their mouths to hold down their tongues, 
and to force the phyſick down their throats. The operation of 
the ſaid phyſick awaked him about three o'clock in the morn- 
ing, when he requeſted Davis in the next room to come and 
aſſiſt him; but Davis obſtinately declined it, and inſtead of 
acknowledging his Barbarity, when he came in about nine 
o'clock, ſternly made the Priſoner know that he was his 
Keeper ; and to confirm his authority, not only kept the 
Chain on his Leg, but added to his Miſery by chaining his 
two Wriſts together with Handcuffs, | 

Saturday, March 25. This morning a Gentleman viſited 
the Priſoner, and ſaid to him, © Be quiet and eaſy, for your 
„ King and your Gad is with you, and nothing can hurt you.” 
This Expreſſion the Priſoner often thought of, and, bleſſed be 
God, he experienced that it was ſo: And this day the Priſoner 
was for the firſt time viſited by Mrigbt's Wife, with whom he 
expoſtulated about his unjuſt and barbarous Confinement, 
but ſhe anſwered him ſmoothly and cunningly. 

In the afternoon Londan the Apothecary came, and took 
upon him to order Davis to put a Strait-Maſtecoat on the 
Priſoner's Body, made of ſtrong Tick, with long Sleeves 
which came a great way below the ends of his Fingers; and 
ſo the Keeper claſped the Arms of the Priſoner upon his 
Breaſt, and his Hands round his Sides towards his Back, where 
his Hands were tied very firmly by large ſtrong ſtrings of 
Tape. The Apothecary ſeemed afterwards aſhamed for or- 
dering this Strait-Waſtecoat, and even afraid it was a good 
Foundation for an Action againſt him: But the Priſoner 
having often told London, that he would not pay him a farthing 
for his Medicines, he thought fit to fide with //77htman and 
Ofwald, right or wrong, who had employed him, altho? 

Q 
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once he put a letter from the Priſoner into the Peny-Poſt- 
Office directed for Scat at his Shop, yet afterwards he told the 
Priſoner, he was ordered to do ſo no more; and doubtleſs by 
the People in the Poultry. The Priſoner did not think it 
prudent to fall out altogether with London, being afraid he 
would have poiſoned his Medicines, he acting in ſome reſpects 
like a deceitful young man, being guilty of lying and profane 
ſwearing, one of Y/right's Companions, and too apt to concur 
in any thing with thoſe who helped to conſume his Drugs. 

In the evening, the Priſoner endeavouring to ſlacken his 
Hands, and to get rid of the Strait-Haftecrat, by the help of 
the footpoſt of the bed, that was a few inches turned up 
with an acorn, was catched at it by Davis and Vall, who 
ſtrongly fettered his Arms above the Strait-Haftecaat ; and 
not. permitting the Maid to feed him, he was obliged to eat 
his ſupper with his mouth like a Dog, as he did his breakfaſt 
and dinner the next day, Oh! what Difficulties he had to 
perform the Neceſſities of Nature in a becoming manner |! 
which he did as well as he could in thoſe unhappy Circum- 
ſtances. The Strait-Waftecrat alſo hindered him from Sleep, 
and it was a great Mercy that this barbarous Uſage did not 
throw him into a real Diſorder. 

There were but two of thoſe Strait- Maſtecoats in the houſe, 
which were made for a young Man a priſoner there, born 
Heir to an Eftate in Samer ſetſbire of about 1500 J. a Year, 
who by his ſinful folly had catched the unclean Diſtemper, 
and from an unskilful hand had taken too much Mercury that 
got into his head, and had made him incurably mad. | 

This day, Serjeant-Major Cruden in Dutchy-Lane and his 


Wie, with two other Acquaintance, came, and moſt earneſtly 


deſired to ſee the Priſoner, but to no purpoſe, for Davis 
told them, he had. Orders to allow none to ſee him without a 
written Order from Wightman, Ofwald, or Monro : Nay, a 
Word of him from the window was denied, which made one 
of them ſay, that this Uſage was worſe than that of the In- 
quiſition. Mr. Cruden on his return went to -Ofwald to 
demand an Order to viſit the Priſoner, but he refuled it, 

ing him to Vigbtman, tho' Ofwald gave a Ticket to 
his own Maid and John Duncan to viſit him next _ 

The Lord's Day, March 26. Davis was deaf to all the Priſo- 
ner's Intreaties to take off the Strait - M aſtecoat, and the Priſoner 
was much diſturbed by the blaſphemous curſing and ſwearing 
of a Patient in the publick Parlour, which made the Place 
a Reſemblance of Hell: And the Priſoner's door being 


ſome time open, he ſaid to ſome that came in, That the 
22 
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© way to be mad, was to be ſent to a Madhouſe” And 
an Apothecary who hath been often at Bethnal-Green, declares, 
That if Perſons be not mad when ſent to the Madhouſe, 
* Il/right's People will make them mad if they can.” 

In the afternoon one John Duncan and Ofwald's Maid 
were allowed to ſee the Priſoner by virtue of a written Order 
from Oſwald; and they ſaw him in the Strait-Maſtecoat, 
handcufted and chained, and Davis would not looſe him that 
he might be dreſſed. He intimated to the two Viſitors his 
Deſign of making //ightman and Ofwald ſuffer for their 
illegal and unjuſt Management. 

The Priſoner having often called for J/r:ght's Wife, ſhe 
came about fix o'clock at night, and took off the Strait 
Maſticoat, to let his hands be free : But at eight o'clock at 
night Davis came, and clothed him with it, and chained 
him as before. 1 

Monday, March 27. Davis looſened his hands, but hand- 
cuffed him, and the Priſoner was viſited in the afternoon by 
a Woman- Patient in the White -houſe that had liberty to go 
abroad, who treated him with ſome Tea, 

At night Davis came, and tied him up in the Strait- 
* as before. 

Tueſdcy, March 28. About ten o'clock in the morning 
the Priſoner was the firſt time brought out of his room in- 
to the publick parlour among ſome of the Patients, when 
Davis took his hands from behind his back, but handcuffed 
him, and alſo chained his leg to the chimney-corner : But the 
Priſoner hating to be chained in the publick parlour with ſuch 
diſagreeable company, earneſtly defired about noon rather 
to be chained in his own room, which was granted; and 
he fat in his own room, waſtecoated, handcuffed, and chained 
to his bedſtead till night, when Davis came and tied the 
ſleeves of the Strait-M aſtecoat as before, with his hands behind 
his back; ſo that he could go to bed, only by entring at 
the bed's foot, the chain on his leg which was fixed to the 
foot of the bedſtead, not being long enough to let him go to 
bed otherwiſe. | 

Wedneſday, March 29. Davis did not open the ſleeves of 
the Strait-I/afteccat, and the Priſoner was forced to ſtay in 
bed till the afternoon, when Davis perceiving that the Pri- 
ſoner with his fingers had gradually made two holes in the 
ſleeves of the Strait-Maſtecoat, ſo large that he could get his 
hands out, Davis, in his ſovereign Will and Pleaſure, thought 
fit to take off the aſtecoat, but handcuffed him, and continu- 
ed him chained to the foot . the bedſtead. The Priſoner 

* 7 had , 
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had a happy Deliverance, after he had wore that Ceat of 


Mail about four or five days, and under all that barbarous 
Ulage, the Prifoner enjoyed much inward Peace and 'Tran- 
quillity, which upon conſtant Prayer to Heaven God was 
pleaſed graciouſly to favour him with ; for having neither 
Books nor Converſation he employed a great part of his time 
in Devotion; and being rid of the Strait-Maſteccat he ſlept 
well that night. 

Thurſday, March 30. Dr. Menrs came in his Charict 
with J/ightman to viſit the Priſoner for the firſt time, tho? 
it was ſix days after he had ordered phyſick for him. The 
Priſoner not thinking it beſt to ſpeak much to either of them, 
only expoſtulated about his unjuſt Confinement, and barbarous 
Uſage, enough to convince them that he thought himſelf great- 
ly injured. Monro ordered him to be blooded in the left foot, 


which was performed by London the Apothecary that evening, 


who took away ſo much blood that the foot was for ſome 
months after benumm'd. 


Wightman told the Priſoner that he had made up an ac- 


quaintance with Dr. Monro, who became intirely J/ightman's © 


Creature, and was devoted to his Service. Monroe had ſoon 
told F/ightman that he had done an action he could not anſwer 
for, in confining the Priſoner, and that it was in his power 
to bring him to trouble; therefore Monro contrived all ways 
to ſcreen J/ightman. Monro, Migbtman, Ofwald ard others 
fell into a way of Lying, and, as if neither Men nor Chriſtians, 
they muſt go on in it: But Integrity and Uprightneſs are 
the beſt means of Preſervation: One wrong ſtep often tempts 
lofty proud Men to take many more. The Priſoner deſires all 
his life to be thankful to God for his particular Care 
of him; for the Snares of his Adverſaries were broken, and he 
eſcaped as a Bird out of the Snare of the Fowlers. The Pri- 
ſoner had great Serenity in his Mind, and truſted that God 
would bring him out of all his Troubles. Their wicked 
Devices againſt him were fruſtrated moſt providentally ; 
Flitherto ſhalt thou come, but no farther, and here ſhall thy proud 
Haves be ſtayed, Job xxxviii. II. 

Friday, March 31. The abovementioned Thomas Linden 
Apothecary being at Bethnal-Green, came and felt the Priſoner's 


Pulſe, and ſaid it was feveriſh, tho? on the 24th of March, 


as before obſerved, he had ſaid that his Pulſe was in good 
order, as Fob London the other Apothecary had alſo ſaid on 
the ſame 24th day, when theſe two ſtrangers had no tempta- 
tion to ſpeak contrarv to their real opinion: But ſuppoſing 
it to be true that the Priſoner's Pulſe was feveriſh this 31ſt of 
| | March, 
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March, no wiſe Man can wonder at it, who conſiders the 
above -· mentioned Barbarity and cruel Uſage of the Pritoner 
for ſeven days together. 

The Priſoner's pockets having been rifled, he had no 
money, and therefore when he called on the ſervants i in the 
Madhouſe, they either did not anſwer him ; or faid, If you 
will be ſerved, where is your money ? But having now got a 
few ſhillings, and being now able a little to oratify the ſer- 
vants, he found it of ſome advantage; for this afternoon 
Davis unchained him from his bedſtead, and allowed him to 
walk a little in the garden. There the Priſoner talked to a 
young Lady in the next garden, who had come to fee an ac- 


quaintance in the Madhouſe for the Women, and ſpoke fo 


calmly, fo ſenſibly, that the Lady faid, ſhe was ſurpriſed to 
ſee him handcuffed, which the Priſuner mentioned to Davis 
and the Houſemaid : And the Priſoner now found it con- 
venient to ſtudy to pleaſe the ſervants. | 

This afternoon the Prifoner being unchained was allowed 
to ſit in the great parlour : Mr. Turner the Apothecary, Mr. 
Kittleby (whoſe fon was a Patient) and the aforeſaid London 
came in there, and converſed with him a long time. Lan- 
din talked about Books and Bookſelling, and propoſed to the 
Priſoner to change ſome books with him, and the Priſoner's 
converſation was very ſenſible, and mightily pleaſed Landon, 
as he himſelf declared; and this notwithſtandirrs the ſtron 
Prejudices that J/7ghtman and Ofwald had inſtilled into this 
Apothecary. The Priſoner, betore the ſaid company, plain- 
ly told London, to acquaint thoſe who had put him into the 
Madhouſe, that it they did not ſpeedily releaſe him, he 
would demand legal Satisfaction in due time, and bring them 
to Shame and Punithment for the great Injuries done to him. 
At night Davrs continued the Priſoner” s handcufts, and again 
chained him to the bedite:d as uſual, 

Saturday, April 1. Davis came in the morning, when 
he pleaſed, to unchain the Priſoner, that he might get on 
his clothes, and allowed him to walk in the garden with his 
handcufts : He employed himfelf that day in reading a book 
of Sermons, which he had borrowed from .a patient; and 
at night Der continued his handcuffs, and chained him to 
the bedſtead as uſual. » 

The Lord's Day, April 2. Davis having unlooſed the 
Priſoner's Chains in the morning, he went into the great Par- 
lour with his handcuffs, where he mer with a Patient Mrs. 
Betty At- » that was lodged there only for ſome particu- 
lar Fancies, who otherwiſe ſeemed very rational and well!: 


C 2 She 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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She went with him into his room, where they worſhipped 
God together : And at night Davis being out of the way, the- 
Houſemaid was pleaſed to take off his handcuffs, and Hall 
chained him to his bedſtead as uſual, | 

Monday, April 3. This morning the Priſoner took a 
Vomit, as ordered by Monro, and prepared by London ; but 
tho' he was unchained, he was again handcuffed by Davis. 
At night he was chained to his bedſtead as uſual, 

Tueſday, April 4. Davis came and unchained the Pri- 
ſoner, but continued his handcuffs, In the afternoon the 
aforeſaid John Duncan, and afterwards Ofwald's Maid, came 
to ſee the Priſoner, and ſaw him handcuffed in his room, 
with whom he talked as rationally as any Man, and at night 
Davis took off his handcuffs, but again chained him to the 
bedſtead as uſual, | 

Wedneſday, April 5. In the morning Davis came and 
unchained the Priſoner, but handcuffed him, and telling him 
that a friend wanted to fee him at Mrigbt's dwelling-houſe, 
which is the Great- Madhouſe, called the Mhite- houſe, or the 
Blind- Beggar's Houſe, it having been, as is ſaid, poſſeſſed by 
a Blind Beggar in favour with Henry VII. Davis and Cz/ar 
another ſervant guarded Mr. C. thither, where he was civilly 
received by J/right and his Wife, which Change in their 
Carriage made him ſomewhat aſtoniſhed : For //r:ight car- 


ried him into the garden, and gave him a book to read in 


his parlour, a Paraphraſe upon the Goſpels and Epiſtles. 
Wright's Wife alſo ſhewed him ſeveral books. This Beha- 
viour being myſterious to the Priſoner at firſt, he was apt 
to think they were ſorry for detaining him ſo long unjuſtly ; 
for Davis had told him in going along to the Jhite-houſe, 
that he ſhould not blame Wright for his Confinement, but 
thoſe that ſent him to Bethnal-Green, _ 

It may be obſerved that Wright and his Wife ſeem to have 
ſuch an inſatiable thirſt after Money, that if the moſt ju- 
dicious and prudent perſons upon earth were ſent thither 
with a good weekly allowance, they muſt be their Priſoners 
either with Handcuffs, Chains or Strait-Waſtecoats, or with 
wheedling Pretences ; for Wright's Wife ſaid that it is their 
way to execute the Orders of thoſe that pay them, and ſend 
the Priſoner to the Madhouſe. Vighiman was to pay Wright a 
Guinea a week for the Priſoner ; he drank his own Tea in 
the morning, had commonly Butcher's Meat to dinner, and 
Bread and Milk for ſupper ; fo that it's a queſtion, whether the 
weekly Charge was to J/right over or under five ſhillings ; and 
Wright's people are fond to have ſuch beneficial Priſoners, 5 
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A French Gentleman, a Cornet in half-pay in the King's 

Service, but not handcuff d, who had been about three or 

four years a Priſoner in this 7/hite-houſe, was brought and 

recommended by Mrigbt to the Priſoner's acquaintance, 

j Theſe two Priſoners converſed in French, and unmannerly 

1 Mrigbt demanded to know the ſubiect of their converſation, 

he behaving himſelf like the Grand-Turk, and treating thoſe 
. about him as his Slaves. ö 

The Priſoner and others think the Cornet unjuſtly con- 

fined, being a very ſenſible and rational Gentleman, who told 

the Priſoner that his Mother- in- law had confined him, leſt he 

ſhould have more Children by her Daughter his lawful Wife, 

but be that as it will it appears at preſent he wants no Con- 

finement : The Cornet complained that Dr. Monro ſigned an 

Atteſtation of his being a Lunatick twice a year, that his 

friends might receive his pay. He ſaid that the Doctor had 

a Guinea for each Subſcription, No man can eſcape being 
called to an Account for his Actions at the Day of Judgment, 
tho' he may eſcape puniſhment from men. 

Mrigbt went to Londin before dinner, and the Priſoner 
converſed with the Cornet moſt of that day, dined with him 
handcuff d, and played at Draughts with him and FY/right's 
Wife in the afternoon ; and behaved himſelf with uncommon 

Compoſure and Serenity. The Cornet and the Priſoner 
walked up and down, and beheld with Grief the many mi- 
ſerable Objects in the I hite- houſe, a Sight exceeding diſagree- 
able to any man of a compaſſionate diſpoſition, there being 
about forty or fifty Patients, ſome of them at four or five ſhil- 
lings a week: And Mrigbt deſigned to confine the Priſoner in 
that Great-Madhouſe, even tho Wightman had engaged to pay 
a guinea a week for him : But the Priſoner fearing that that 
was to be out of the Frying-pan into the Fire, moſt earneſtly 
begged of Mrigbi's Wife to ſend him back to his former room 
in the private Madhouſe; and in the evening with great dif- 
ficulty prevailed with her, having told her that he would 
purſue Mrigbt for detaining him fo long unjuſtly a Priſoner 
in his Madhouſe. 

Thurſday, April 6. The Keeper knowing that Dr. Monro 
was coming to viſit the Priſoner, thought fit to take off his. 
handcuffs and chains, and the Doctor came between eight and 
nine o'clock in the morning, and MWigbtman with him: The 
Priſoner expoſtulated with Monro about his unjuſt Confine- 
ment, but Afonro, like a bird upon the wing, made only a 
ſtanding viſit. J/right's Wife was this morning in the private 
Madhouſe, and told Davis that the Priſoner had behaved very 
well at her houſe yeſterday, The 
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The Priſoner at night was chained to the Bedſtead as 
uſual. 

Friday, April 7. In the morning Davis unchained the 
Priſoner, and by Dr. Monr?'s advice allowed him to walk in 
the garden, yet fearing his Eſcape he was again handcuff'd; 
for that fear was the reafon of his handcuffs and chains. 

Saturday, April 8. Davis unchained the Priſoner, but 
handcuffed him. About four o'clock Scot and Ofwald's Wife 
came, and he prudently at this time received them in a very 
compoſed and decent manner, treated them with Tea, and 
converſed with them for about two or three hours, while he 
touching a little upon //7zhtman's bad conduct, ſaid, he wanted 
to go to viſit his friends at Southgate, Ofwald”s Wife ſaid that, if 
he was always as well as at that time, he might go any where. 
The Priſoner ſaid that his Behaviour at //:te's-Alley wes 


not like that of a Madman, Ofwald's Wite anſwered, that 


he uſed to bear every thing, and not be provoked. Scot at this 
time ſpoke againſt the wretched Managment of thoſe who had 
ſent the Priſoner to Bethnal-Green ; but the poor filly young 
man was afterwards taught to ſpeak otherwiſe. 

Oſwald's Wife coming from I/ightman, then her Lodger, 
deſired the Priſoner to write a letter to his Father, for "the 


faid that //ightman was afraid he would not approve of his 


Conduct towards his Son; and the Priſoner replied, That no 


Man elſe in his right Wits could approve of it ; that he had 
writ on Thurſday laſt to his Father, and that if he was to 
write again, it would be in the ſame ſtile : But it ſeems this 
letter was intercepted, as many were afterwards, It is amaz- 
ing that this Virago ſhould after this long viſit give credit to 
W/:ightman's Lies and Slanders againſt the Priſoner, namely 
that he was at certain times well, and at other times ill, which 
was one of vile J/ightman's Calumnies : But the woman was 
loth to diſoblige a good Lodger, and having, as it is faid, by 
F/ightman's Order, taken a room for the Priſoner at Bethnal- 
Green, whereby ſhe became an Accomplice, ſhe might be 
afraid of Puniſhment. This Woman is noted for being a 
ſcolding goſſiping Woman, and has vigorouſly acted her part 
with the weapon of a falſe ſcolding Tongue. It ſcems that 


Mr. Horton thought this maſculine Woman in the Poultry a 


dangerous and diſagreeable Companion ſeveral years ago, for 
he expreſly charged Mrs, Horton to keep no company with 
her. 

Dr. Rogers of Stamford viſited the Priſoner in the even- 
ing with Mr. Colcot Maſter of the Caftle-Tavern in Holbourn, 


with whom the Priſoner talked very ſenſibly ; and the Doctor 
deſired 
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defired Davis to take off the Priſoner's handcuffs, but to no 
purpoſe. 

The Priſoner was at night chained to his bedſtead as uſual. 

The Lord's Day, April 9g. Davis having unchained the 
Priſoner, he was reading in his New Teſtament, when 
Wright the Gaoler of the Madhouſe came into his room, 
viewed his hands and feet, and then quickly went away; 
ſoon after Davis entred the room, and told the Priſoner he 
had expreſs orders to handcuff him, which the Priſoner meek- 
ly ſubmitted to, 

The Priſoner was at night chain'd to his bedſtead as uſual. 

Monday, April 10. The Priſoner being unchained by Davis 
was not handcuff d till noon by Wall; and having received Pen, 
Ink and Paper from Scot the day before, the Priſoner wrote 
ſome letters to Samuel Reynardſon Eſq; one of the fix Clerks in 
Chancery, and ſeveral of his friends, which he delivered to one 
IWilliam Holl:xvel ſervant to Matthew Fac k/on the Barber on Beth- 
nal-Green, with money to put them in the Peny-Poſt ; but all 
ſoon after purſued the Journeyman by //7:9ht's expreſs Order, 
and took from him the letters and money, which the Priſoner 
did not know of till ſome months after his miraculous Eſcape. 
Mall fays he delivered all the letters (being eight in number) 
to Wright, The Priſoner receiving no anſwer in a few days, 
and being afraid that his friends neglected to aſſiſt him in 
obtaining his liberty, wrote to ſome Perſons of Diſtinction, 
but the letters were all intercepted, Mr. Kelſey Bull Linen- 
Draper at the Bear in C:rnhill, and Mr. Frederick Bull 
at the Tea-Cheſt over-againſt the N- Exchange, kindly , 
viſited him this afternoon, when the Priſoner ſpoke to them 

very ſenſibly, and told them of his barbarous Uſage, 

The Priſoner was chained at night to his bedſtead as uſual. 

Tueſday, April 11, Davis havi ing taken off the chain, 
the Priſoner was handcuff'd. In the afternoon Scat came 
to him with half a pound of Green-Tea, as a preſent from 
Mr. Frederick Bull, who had the day before been to viſit the 
Prifoner. Scot owned that Mr, Frederick Bull declared to 
him, that the Priſoner ſpoke as ſenſibly as ever he had known 
him to do formerly. 

The Priſoner at night was again chained to his bedſtead. 

IVzdnefday, April, 12. The Priſoner was unchained by 
Davis, but was handcuff'd. In the afternoon. Mr. Henry 
Newcome Maſter of the famous Boarding-School at Hackney, 
with his Son Mr. Peter, came to viſit the Priſoner. After 
ſome converſation the Priſoner asked Mr. Netocome his 
judgment of him, who replied, That if he had not ſeen 


him 


| 
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© him in this place, he ſhould not have ſuſpected him of the 
© leaſt Diſorder, no more than when he ſaw him acting ra- 
< tionally in his own ſhop.” Mean while Dr. Rogers came in, 


and after Mr, Newcome and his Son were gone, the Doctor 


and the Priſoner talked very rationally about their worldly 
concerns. | | 

The Priſoner at night was chained to his bedſtead as uſual. 

Thurſday, April 13. Dr. Monro coming to Bethnal-Green, 
as was uſual, the Priſoner was neither chain'd nor handcuff'd. 
About eight o'clock in the morning the Doctor came, and 
was courteouſly received by the Priſoner, who deſired him to 
fit down, The Priſoner ſeriouſly reaſoned the matter with 
Monro, why he ordered him phyſick ſix days before he had 
ſeen him, and why he took an account of his caſe, not 
from himſelf but from //7ghtman, a proud and ſelf-conceited 
man; to which the Doctor replied, That he under/tood his 
own Buſineſs : But the queſtion was about Monro's doing his 
buſineſs. 

Monro ſaid farther, That Wightman had deſired him to 
ask the Priſoner, how he expected to get out of this diſmal 
place? The Priſoner anſwered, That he came thither with 
ſubmiiion to the Will of God, and he waited God's time 
for his Deliverance. Monro ſaid, Do you expect that a 
Miracle will be wrought for your Deliverance ? The Priſoner 
replied, That he had writ to ſome perſons of the firſt Rank, 
and if they did not aſſiſt him, he would write to others, in 
order to be found in the FS of Means. Monro was fo un- 
mannerly as to enquire, To whom he had written? But the 
Priſoner told him, He knew that beſt himſelf, The Pri- 
ſoner ſaid to Monro, that he wanted to go to Seuthgate this 


day, and that no body had power to hinder him from going; 


and asked Morro, Who could hinder him? Monro replied 
that 7/ightman would, and ſo went off. This converſation 
between the Priſoner and Monro was in preſence of Wright. 
Prefently after Monro was gone, Davis handcuft'd the Pri- 
ſoner for fear of his eſcaping and going to Southgate. 

The Priſoner was afterwards informed, that the Rev. Mr. 
Farmer (who lodges at Ofwald's) told, that Monro had faid 
to Wightman and his Aﬀociates ; ** That the Priſoner was a 
«© Man of Senſe and Learning, and of a good Education, but 
& that he was a great Enthuſiaſt ; and he believed that he 
«© thought that Gd would ſend an Angel from Heaven, or 
« would work fome Miracle for his Deliverance * But the 


Doctor miſrepreſented the Priſoner, for that he is no * 
1 ut 
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but believed in the Promiſe and Providence of God to be de- 
livered in the uſe of Means. 


About two hours after Monro was gone, H/ightman came 
while the Priſoner was at his devotion : He waited ſome time 
in the garden, and was afterwards received very coldly by 
the Priſoner : He ſpoke nothing till //ightman began, and 
ſoon told him, that he came to ſpeak about moving him from 
this unhappy place to private lodgings. The Priſoner was 
glad to hear of it, and withal told him that he wanted to go 
to Southgate, To which //ightman replied in a paſſion, that, 
if he talked of Southgate, he would not releaſe him at all, 
for he knew his Caſe : But the Priſoner anſwered, that God 
knew his Caſe beſt, and fell into a flood of tears. This was 
while one Gracious Butts was preſent, who came to call for 
Wightman. The Priſoner asked //ightman what authority he 
had over him ? He anſwered, That he would afterwards ac- 
count to the Priſoner for what he had done. Vigbtman told 


the Priſoner the reaſon of his being again handcuff d, was 


his talking to Dr. Momro of his going to Seuthgate, Mean 
while J//right came in, and began to incenſe Mightman, by 
inſinuating that the Priſoner had talked againſt him to Mauro 


that morning ; but the Priſoner artfully prevented that con- 


verſation, fearing it might provoke //ightman to be the more 
averſe to his Releaſement, and earneitly deſired to be releaſed 
that day. J/ightnian ſaid, that he would not releaſe him at 
all if he was fo peremptory, and that he had ſome prepara- 
rations to make for his Releaſement, which ſhould be done 
as ſoon as poſſible, J/ishtman went away with Butts, 

The Priſoner was chained at night to his beditead as uſual, 

Friday, April 14. Davis came in the morning and un- 
chained the Priſoner, who this day walked in the garden, and 
was viſited about noon by one John Robinſon an old acquain- 
tance, who ſtayed with him about two or three hours, and 
hath declared that he behaved very ſenſibly. Scot came in the 
afternoon, and brought a letter to the Priſoner from his excel- 
lent and pious Friend the Rev. Mr. John 1/:!:ſon of Dundee, 
with a preſent of a book, called, Plain Catechiſing, which he 


Had juſt publiſhed, and which the Priſoner read with much 


pleaſure, 

At night he was chained by Davis as uſual, | 

This day is famous for the commencement of a Confede- 
racy or Combination of Vigbtman and ſome of Ofwald's 


friends to judge of the Priſoncer's Caſe, to countenance Migbi- 


man's Proceedings, and to order what ſhould be den: with the 


Priſoner, as will appear by the next day's Journal. Cunning 
D 


IWightmang 
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Wightman, and his Creature Dr. Monro, who had told//ightman 
of his illegal Management, willing to lip the collar off their 
own necks, had got Dr. John Guyſe, Mr. William Crook- 
Jhank, John Cooke Apothecary, and Fohn Ofwald Bookſeller, 
to meet at Ofwald's in the Poultry; when their Dictator 
Migbinan informed them that he deligned to ſet the Priſoner 
at liberty, and artfully deſired their Concurrence in a ſort of 
Decree, that the Priſoner ſhould firſt ſign a letter, importing 
that he ſhould behave peaceably at his lodgings ; and they 
yielded to decree the fame * but like thoughtleſs men they 
did not demand to ſee the Letter that was to be ſent by their 
Decree, as if they had acted by implicit Faith in Migbtman, 
leaving the forming of it wholly to him. 

Their blind Decrees made the Priſoner afterwards call this 
pretended Court A BLIND-BEN OH, in a juſt contempt of 
thoſe that had no power to decree any thing concerning him. 

Saturday, April 15. Davis having unchained the Priſoner 
in the morning gave him ſome purging phyſick ; and in 
the afternoon Gracious Butts came from Wightman with two 
letters dated this day, They were both writ by [/ightman. 
One of them was directed to the Priſoner, wherein J/;ght- 
man acquainted him, that the above-mentioned Perſons had 
yeſterday met at Ofwald's in the Poultry, and had agreed 
that the Priſoner ſhould go to private lodgings, provided he 
would ſign the other letter, which was penn'd and writ by 


* Wightman, and came at the ſame time by Butts, Wightman - 


himſelf ſays in this letter, that the Priſoner comes not under 
the denomination of a Madman, If fo, why did you, 
Wightman, ſend him to Bethnal-Green? But IVightman ſome- 
times forgets himſelf, tho* a Liar ought to have a good Me- 
mory ; and ſome of his own letters will be good Evidences 


againſt himſelf. The Priſoner's pretended Diſorder ebbed or 


flowed as it ſerved the Intereſt and Ends of Wightman and 
his Creature Afonro : But time will determine whether tho 
Priſoner or thoſe two perſons acted the moſt diſorderly or 
moſt illegal Part. 

Wightman was Clerk to the Priſoner, and penned his 
letter for him, and drew up a pretty full Pardon for himſelf 
for Crimes that were paſt, and an * for any thing 
he might be guilty of afterwards, Among other ſhocking 
Expreſſions this that follows is remarkable: I Hall nat 
<< Blame you, nor any of my friends for any thing that has 
happened cr may happen. Tho' the Priſoner did not ſign 
this letter, yet he thought it convenient not to ſend it back 
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to Wightman, but has carefully kept it to be of uſe upon the 
Trial before the Court of the King's Bench, 

After the Priſoner had read thoſe letters, he deſired Butts 
to withdraw; and after being carneſt in Prayer for God's 
Direction, he called in Butts, and bid him tell Vighbtman 
that he received him in a compoſed and calm manner, that he 
would give all poſſible affurance that he ſhould behave him- 
ſelf peaceably at his lodgings, but that he had no reaſon to 
ſign the letter, but many reaſons to the contrary, and 
therefore ablolutely refuſed to do it, Butts replied, that 
he hoped the Priſoner would excuſe him; becauſe, tho? he 
had brought a Hackney-Coach to carry him from Bethnal- 
Green, he had peremptory Orders not to carry, him from 
thence without ſigning the letter, and ſo he went off. J/ight- 
man had alſo ſent a letter by Butts to Mrigbt to releaſe the 
Priſoner, which Mrs. //r:ght opening ſent to the tavern for 
her Husband ; but all in vain, becauſe the Prifoner had not 
ſigned the letter, 

At night the Priſoner was chain'd as uſual, | 

The Lord's Day, April 16. The Priſoner was unchained 
as uſual in the morning. right came into his room about ten 
o'clock, and took him by the hand, kindly ſaying, that next 
Tueſday he ſhould go in his Coach with his Wife to ſee Lord 
Ca/tlemain's houſe, Some time after, Fohn Robinſon came, 
and ſtayed with the Priſoner the greateſt part of the day. 
About four o'clock Claudius Bonner the Compoſitor with his 
Wife, came with a written Order from Ofwald to ſee, the 
Priſoner ; and ſoon after Dr. Rogers and Mr. Colcot Maſter 
of the Caftle-Tavern in Holbourn came in a Coach, with 
whom the Priſoner talked very ſenſibly, They ſtay'd a con- 
ſiderable time, and drank Tea with him. | 

At night the Priſoner was chained as uſual. | 
Monday, April 17. The Priſoner was unchained in the 
morning, and after dinner the Rev. Mr. James Nod (who 
lives on Betbnal- Green) paid him a moſt reſpectful viſit, to 
whom the Priſoner read Ligbtman's Letter, and told him of 
his poſitive and flat Denial to comply with the contents 
thereof; and Mr. Mood faid that he was in the right not to fign 
it. Next day Mr. J//74 acquainted his Friends in the City, 
that he had found the Priſoner in very good Senſe and Rea- 
ſon, and that he thought he had been ill-uſed, and earneſtly 
wiſhed that means were found for his Deliverance , which 
language greatly chagrined //ightman, Ofwald and other 
Accomplices, | 


D 2 W In 
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In the evening Scot brought from Mighiman the Priſoner's 
Account- Books, and the following Letter, ſpell'd and capital'd 
as in the Original. 8 


. A. C. 
London 17 Aprile 1738. 
Dear Sir, 


Mr Scot the bearer Hereaf brings you the Books, that you 
© may ſettle Doctor Rogers Accompt, Which for Your eaſe J 
* bave draun out, and left the Ballance open, leaſt you ſhould 
* have ſomething to add for your trouble about his Bond, 
© Which I have delivered him up, taking his Receipt as from 
© You, by my hands — Whereof I doubt not your approbation— 
© You'll obſerve an excreſcence of 10 Bottles Gout-ayll accompted 
* for more than you have gott, which. I apprehend ariſes 
from a Aiftake in the laſt Accompt, in accompting to him 
for 26 Bottles Retailed, whereas I find no more than 18 
Bottles in the Boot from 16 Octo. to 3 Jan. 1738 — 
© Pleaſe write me an Order to pay Doctor Rogers Ballance 
© after you have ſtruck it. | | 

/ am ſorry you ſhould Reſolve to continue where You 
© are, contrary to the opinion of all your good friends, Doctor 
© Rogers and Doctor Stuckley not Excepted, it is to me a 
© full proof that your diſcaſe continues in too great a Mea- 
© ſure — I will not urge you to fign the Letter I ſent you; 
© But I think, if you tranſcribed it verbatim, With your 
© own hand, ſigned and ſent it to me by the bearer you 
© would do wiſely and Wel, and in that Caſe 7 would 
© come my ſelf ta morrou morning early, and Cary you ts 
your Privat Lodging Nigh Hide park Corner — I truly am 


Your faithful humble Servant 

Robert Wightman 
Ps. If their is any thing in my Draught of your Letter that 
is diſagreable, pray write one your ſelf, poſſibly it may 
pleaſe Your ether friends, and in that caſe it ſhall 


' pleaſe me, 


- Scot ſaid that Wightman very much wanted an anſwer to 
this letter : But the Priſoner refuſed giving any anſwer to 
this cunning and artful letter, being determined to make 
him ſuffer the Penaltics due by Law for his uncommon 
Crimes. A judicious Attorney obſerved, upon reading this 
Letter, that JYightman did not write to the Priſoner, as if 


he 


——̃——— ee es — — — — 
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he had thought him a Madman. It will appear plainly to 
the reader, that J/ightman was only willing to ſet the Pri- 
ſoner at liberty upon an Aſſurance of his Pardon. 

At night the Priſoner was chain'd to his bedſtead as uſual. 

Tueſday, April 18. The Priſoner was unchained as uſual. 
In the morning Wright came into his room, and ſaw him 
engaged with his Account-books, and asked him what he 
was about? He told Mright that he was ſettling Dr. Rogers's 
Account, and fo Wright went off. Some time after Dr. 
Ragers came, and the Priſoner with ſolid judgment ſettled all 
that intricate Account to the Doctor's ſatisfaction, whereby it 
appeared that the Priſoner owed the Doctor only ſeven 
Pounds odd Money (whereas MWightman, in his Draught of 
the Account had brought in the Priſoner debtor for nineteen 
Pounds odd Money) for which the Doctor defired a Bill upon 
Mighiman, which the Priſoner abſolutely refuſed, but gave 
him a Bill upon Scat, which was punctually obeyed. 

The Doctor owned to the Priſoner that he thought him 
as ſound in judgment as ever he had ſeen him in his Life; 
nor could Vigbiman think him a Madman, when he ſent 
him his Account-books, and defired him to draw a Bill 
upon him. | 

Wedneſday, April 19. Davis having unchain'd the Pri- 
ſoner in the morning, brought him a Vomit by Manro's 
Order: John Robinſon came and ſaw him during the ſevere 
Operation ; and at night Davis, by I/right's Order, again 
chained him to his bedſtead. 

This day the Rev. Mr. Wood came again to viſit the Pri- 
ſoner (before he went to Bath) with the Rev. Mr. Maſters, 
the Rev. Mr. Mitchel, and Mr. Holland Watchmaker and 
his Wife. Mr. Nod told Mrigbt, that having viſited the 
-Priſoner the other day, he converſed with him an hour and an 
half, and found his behaviour to be very good and very ſen- 
{ible, and therefore blamed Wright for detaining him a Pri- 
ſoner. Mr. Load farther faid to J/right, © My Character is 
© as good as yours at any time; and I can declare that the Pri- 
© ſoner can give as good an Account of his Actions, as you can 
© do of yours.” Upon which guilty Might marched off, but 
quickly ſent Turner the Keeper of his Great-Madhonuſe to tell 
Mr. Mood that if he did not forthwith go out of his Premiſes, 
he would find means to oblige him to make off: And fo Mr. 
Mood, with his friends, prudently departed, as afraid of ſome 
ſcurvy conſequence, | 

Thurſday, April 20. Davis having unchained the Priſoner, . 
Dr. Monrs came to ſoe him in the morning, with whom the 

Priſoner 


— 
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Priſoner expoſtulated about his unjuſt Impriſonment, having 
never been diſordered or mad. The Doctor, without return- 
ing any Anſwer, went off, This was the fourth and laſt 
viſit he ever received from Dr. Monro. The Priſoner received 
this morning by the Peny-Poſt a joint Letter, dated April 
19, from Dr. Stukeley and Dr. Rogers, (the only one that he 
received from any perfon by the Peny-Poſt) wherein theſe two 
ingenious Gentiemen acquainted him, that they had been 
with Vigbiman, who promiſed to come as this morning to 

y off his lodgings, and let him go where he pleaſed, and 

be at full liberty. Guilty J/ightman had promiſed, but did 
not perform that promiſe, fearing he could get no Indemnity 
from the Priſoner for his unjuſt and cruel Management. 

T be Priſoner wrote a reſpe&tful anſwer to thoſe Phyſicians, 
and returned them hearty thanks for their great care and 
kindneſs, but told them that he was reſolved to vindi- 
cate his own Character in a legal manner, as the only way 
to recover it. 

The Priſoner was chain'd at night as uſual. 

Friday, April 21. The Prifoner was unchain'd in the 
morning, and towards noon the Priſoner's ſcrvant Scot, with 
one Mr. Macbean, came to acquaint him that Ofwald had 
been at the Priſoner's Shop with a meſſage from Mightman, 
demanding of Scot to deliver up to him the Accounts of the 


Priſoner's Affairs, and of the Books in his Shop : But the 
_ Priſoner charged Scot by a written Order, not to obey the 


ſaid Demand of Mightman, and by him ſent to Wightman 
the following letter ; 


Ar. Robert Wightman, 


© Mr. Scot ſurpriſes me by telling me tha! you want him ts 
give up the Accounts of my Shop and Affairs to you. Pray, 
do I owe you any Money? Pray, what Right bave you ta 
make ſuch a Demand? I know no more Right than a Turk 
or an Indian. As to your unaccountable and mad Steps in 
confining me in a Madhouſe, I deſign, as God direts me, to 
vindicate my Character, and to bring you to due Puniſhment 


A. 


know no Confuſion my Buſineſs is in; if any want to ſee me 
about Buſineſs, they may write or come down to me at Beth- 
nal-Green. I deſire you may write me what conceited Pre- 
. tences, or what ſort of Reaſons you can imagine for making 
this Demand. I believe before you be much older, your Heart 
will ale for your injurious Treatment of me. I, you * 
5 A wit 
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according to the Demerits i your uncommon Crimes, [ 


« F | 


1. 
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© with any of my Affairs, it ſhall be to the utmoſt Peril to 
* yourſelf, and you may expect to ſuffer the utm/t Penalties of 
* Law. Pray expect you are to ſuffer, and to give an Ac- 
© count upon Oath about your meddling already with my Affairs. 
© Dated at Bethnal-Green April 21, 1738. 


A. C. 


The Priſoner gave Scat a packet of letters upon his promiſe 
faithfully to deliver them into the Peny-Poſt, but Scot, like 
an unfaithful ſervant, delivered them to Vigbtman. 

At night the Priſoner was chain'd as uſual, 

Saturday, April 23. The Priſoner was unchained in the 
morning, and took a doſe of phyſick preſcribed by Monro ; 
and in the afternoon Dr. Guy/e, and Mr. Guy/e his Son, and 
Mr. Cooke the Apothecary, and Ofwald came to fee the Pri- 
ſoner, and entred his room without ceremony, or giving the 
leaſt notice by any of the ſervants, whereby he was much 
ſurpriſed, but had preſence of mind to order Oſuald to re- 
tire, and blamed the reit for bringing him thither, whom 
they muſt know to be wholly diſagreeable to him. Dr. 
Guyſe appeared to be too earneſt to ſcreen JF jghtman and 


his Bookſeller Oſwald from Puniſhment, and ſoon diſcovered 


his Errand by exhorting the Priſoner to give Vightman a full 
Pardon ; and knowing the Priſoner had a great eſteem for 
him, the DoCtor preſled it with much importunity and grave 
authority, even after the Priſoner had deſired the compar 
to call another cauſe, telling them that he thought it his 
Duty to vindicate his Character, and make //ightman ſuffer 
for the Injuries he had done him, 

The Priſoner complained much to thoſe three viſitors of 
Monro's conduct, and of his preſcribing phyſick to him about 
a week before he had viſited him, and of Monro's never enquire 
ing about the operation of his phyſick. Mr. Cooke faid he 
ſuppoſed he might ask ſome of thoſe queſtions at the Keeper. 
The Priſoner asked Davis, who told him that Monroe had not 
asked him any queſtions, Pray, Monro, be pleaſed for the 


future, to ſhew ſome Concern for thoſe you preſcribe phyſick 


to, and enquire about its Operation, left any body ſhould 
ſay that you have not ſo much Cancern for them as a Farrier 


hath for his Horſes, 


The Priſoner had ordered Tea to be brought in, and when 


the Maid was bringing the Tea, Mr. Cote asked Dr. Guyſe 
whether he would ſtay and drink ſome ; but the Doctor refuſed 
it in a diſreſpectful manner, being chagrined that he had not pre- 
vailed with the Priſoner for obtaining/F7ghtman's Pardon. The 


Priſoner 
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Priſoner earneftly requeſted the Doctor to pray by him, 
which he refuſed. 

The Priſoner having finiſhed a letter to his Father, giving 
him an account of all the unjuſt and barbarous Treatment he 
had met with, and of his Deſign to purſue //7ghtmanin a legal 
manner, Mr. Cooke received it, promiſing to forward it to the 
General Poſt-Office ; but the Priſoner found afterwards, t 

thoſe three viſitors, with Ofwald, opened the letter, and deliver- 
ed it to Migbiman. The Priſoner has been told that it is Felony 
wickedly and maliciouſly to intercept letters; if ſo, thoſe four 
men are four Felons : But what this intercepting of letters de- 
ſerves in Law, muſt be decided by Law. The Priſoner be- 
haved courteouſly towards them ; but as they came without 
ceremony, ſo they went off without ceremony. 

After they were gone Davis told the Priſoner, that 
Ofwald had asked him how the Priſoner conducted himſelf. 

o which Davis anſwered, that in his opinion he was very 

well, very quiet and very peaceable, Pray, Ofwald, how 
can you anſwer. to your own Conſcience for your groſs Lies to 
people in your ſhop, and for your aſſiſting //ightman to call 
the Blind- Bench together, for going to Mr. Gines with Mighi- 
man, and being his Porter and Attendant from time to time 
when he was endeavouring to get his Neck out of the Collar, 
by injuring the Priſoner more and more, and wickedly aim- 
ing to ſend him to Bethlehem. To be ſure Dr. Guyſe's Con- 
duct made the Priſoner very uneaſy, as was obſerved by the 
Houſemaid, he not expeCting it from his faithful and be- 
loved Paſtor. | 

The Priſoner was chained at night as uſual. 

The Lord's Day, April 23. The Priſoner being urichain'd 

ſpent the Sabbath religiouſly. He was viſited by John Robin- 
fon and William Simpſon, and in the afternoon by Mr. God 
win of Broadſtreet and his Son, to whom he told his un- 
common Caſe. Having read to Mr. Goodwin Wightman's 
Letter for his Pardon, Mr. Goodwin approved of the Pri- 
ſoner's not ſigning it, for that it was a cunning letter. . The 
Rev. Mr. Hugh Colley of Mile-End-Green, with a Gentle- 
man of his acquaintance, came in the evening and viſited the 
Priſoner, who was of the ſame opinion about him with his 
friend Mr. Newcome, who had viſited the Priſoner the 12th 
Inſtant. Mr. Colley asked, what fort of a man he could be 
that confined the Priſoner. | 

The Priſoner was chained at night as uſual, 

Monday, April 24. The Priſoner was unchained in the 
morning, but after dinner it was Davis's ſovereign Will and 
Pleaſure to chain him again to his bedſtead ; but _— 

i 
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did it he gave the Priſoner a Blow on the Face, which almoſt 
beat out his Eye, and much disfigured his Face, of which he 
was not recovered for ſome weeks, Mr. Turner the Apo- 
thecary with his Wife and Mr. Mind the Engraver came 
this day into his room, and ſaw him thus chained and abuſed. 
The Priſoner delivered to Mr. Turner a packet to be delivered to 
Scot, in which there were three or four Copies of an Advertiſe- 
ment to be printed in the News- papers, giving an account of his 
unjuſt and barbarous Treatment, and of his Reſolution to pur- 
ſue Wightman for his unjuſt Conduct : But Davis would not 
let the Gentleman carry this packet off, but ſeized it and the 
money given him by the Priſoner to ſend it by a Porter; and 
it is foopoſed the packet was afterwards ſent to Y/ightman, 

The Priſoner was chain'd at night as; uſual, 

\ Tueſday, April 25. The Priſoner was unchained in the 
morning by Davis, who declared his ſorrow for the Blow he 
had given him. The Priſoner ſent to acquaint VMrigbt's Wife 
with the Cruelty of Davis : She came to viſit him, and ſeem- 
ingly was concerned at the ſevere Blow, therefore ſhe ordered 
Davis no more to wait upon him, but put him intirely under 
the cate of one Anna Thomſin, that had been a Patient for- 
merly, but was now a Servant in the private Madhouſe. 
Bonner the Compoſitor at the Printing- Office in Mild. Court, 
where the Priſoner had been Corrector for five or ſix years, 
came again to viſit him, with a written Order from 1/7ghtman; 
ad the Priſoner putting confidence in him, ſhewed him a 
Copy of the foreſaid Advertiſement, but he went that night 
to Wightman, and, it is ſuppoſed, firſt acquainted him with 
it. Wright's Wife gave this afternoon the Priſoner a viſit, 
and he reaſoned with her about the Injuſtice of his Conhne- 
ment, and told her that he had been always in his Senſes 
from the beginning of his Confinement. She was not fo 
blind as not to ſee that he was not a fit Perſon for. her 
| houſe, and ſaid at this time, M don't you go to a Country- 
« Lodging, for we defire not your Confinement for our ſmall 
« Profit * But why did not ſhe open the of the 
Priſon, and let him go? 2 

The Priſoner was chained at night as uſual. | 

A edneſday, April 26. The Priſoner was unchained in the 
morning. Scot came early to acquaint him that Vigbiman 
ſent for him laſt night, and had ordered him to demand the 
foreſaid Account-Books, which the Priſoner refuſed to deliver, 
for Wightman nor no man elſe had any Right to demand his 
Property. The Priſoner not having fully diſcovered Scot's 
unfaithfulneſs, communicated to him ſeveral Copies of the 

* foreſaid 
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foreſaid Advertiſement, deſiring Scot to deliver them care- 
fully to the ſeveral Printers of the News-papers ; yet Scot 
baſely delivered them to Wightman. Wightman was appriſed 
of the Priſoner's Intention to publiſh him in the News-papers, 
and therefore ſent a Letter by Scot this morning to Wyight to 


' ſeize all his Papers, and not to allow bim to have Pen, Ink 


and Paper. Soon after Scot was gone, the Tyrant Wright 
came in with great Authority, and violently ſeized the Pri- 
foner's Account-Books, Papers, Copies, Pen and Ink, and 
every thing he found. The Priſoner commanded the Villain 
to reſtore his Books and Papers, elſe it ſhould coft him dear 


another time; but he was deaf to all the Priſoner could ſay. 


Then Mfigbt ordered Davis, Turner and Cæſar the Black 
to go and pull off the Priſoner's Shoes, and chain him ſtrong- 
ly to the bedſtead. The Priſoner charged the Ruffians to re- 
member what they did, for they muſt anſwer for it another 
time: But they replied, We muſt obey our Maſter's Orders. 
The foreſaid Anna ' Thomſon had ftrift Orders given her 
to lock the Priſoner's room night and day, and to let none 
come to ſee him, but by an Order from Wightman. This 
cruel Treatment was to prevent the Priſoner from either giv- 
ing or receiving letters: And from henceforward the Priſoner 
was never unchained, until he made his amazing Eſcape May 
31, ſo that every night he was forced to go in by the foot 
of the bed, and his Breeches were never off for the ſpace of 
five weeks. h 
'. Thurſday, April 27, The Priſoner ftill chained night and 
day, was told this morning by Davis, that Ofwald and his 
' Wife were at the door to wait upon him, but the Priſoner 
charged him not to bring them in, for he would not at all ſee 


them upon any pretence whatſoever : But his two Friends 


Serjeant-Major Cruden and his Wife came with an Order to 
fee him, which by great importunity they had obtained from 
Monro, and ſtayed with him about three hours: Ofwald and 
his Wife were only falfly and artfully ſaid by Davis to be at 
the door, that his two F, riends might not be admitted to ſec 
him ; but happily the Priſoner knew Serjeant Cruder's voice, 
when he was intreating to come in, and expreſſed his ready 
inclination to ſee him. They were agreeably ſurpriz'd to 
find him intirely ſedate and judicious, contrary to the falſe 
reports raiſed againſt him, and told them this morning by 
three falſe men //ightman, Monro and Wright. They told 


the Priſoner, that having asked Monro that morning, whether 


his Diſtemper was Lunacy ? the Doctor ſaid, no, but only a 
Fever on the Nerves. : | 


The 
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The Priſoner gave his Friends a plain and pertinent Ac- 
count of the Barbarities he had hitherto undergone, and that 
he could eaſily get out, would he ſign a Pardon for Wightman 
according to his earneſt Requeſt, but that he would never do 
it, thinking it a diſhonourable thing. The Serjeant being 


much concerned for the Priſoner, and afraid of his Enemies 


entring into a Deſign to murder him, humbly requeſted him 
to comply with any thing to get out of that diſmal place : 
The Priſoner replied, that he would ſign no Paper, but what 
he would ſtand by, and that God would take care of him. 
The Serjeant ſaid, that Mrigbt, before he came in, had ſhewn 
him an Order from Migbtman to ſeize the Priſoner's Account- 
Books, Pen and Ink, and every thing elſe. Mean while J/right 
came in, and taking the Priſoner kindly by the hand, told him, 
that he indeed had a Letter from //ightman, ordering him 
to do what he did the day before. The Serjeant and his 
Wife were moved at the Priſoner's preſent afflicted Situation, 
but were glad to ſee him bear it ſo patiently, and withal told 
him, that his cunning and powerful Enemies deſigned to ſend 
him to Bethlehem on Saturday ſe nnight, as Monro had told 
them that morning. 

This much affected the Priſoner, tho' he was glad of the 
Diſcovery which he found in a few days to be the Decree of 
the'BLinD-BENnCH, who had agreed to keep it a Secret 
from the Priſoner till they could get the Porters of Bethlehem 
to carry him from Bethnal-Green to M:refields ; but Murder 
will out. Mrs. Cruden ſtepping out into the garden, asked 
Anna Thomſon, if the Priſoner was always as well and 
ſenſible as now; and Thomſon anſwered, that ſhe, never faw 
him otherwiſe. : n 

The Priſoner, by the Help of a Pencil and a piece of 
Paper from his Friend the Serjeant, wrote the names of many 
Friends, to whom he deſired the Serjeant to go and acquaint 
them with his deplorable Caſe, that they might come and 
ſee him, and find means to extricate him out of that helliſh 
Place, which the Serjeant carefully obeyed, tho” in vain ; 
for er are naturally ſhy of concerning themſelves with a 
perſon in the Priſoner's afflicted fituatiop, ſome of them 
having been poiſoned by Wigbiman and his Accomplices. 

After the Priſoner's Friends were gone, whom he heartily 
thanked for their kind and ſeaſonable viſit ; he being much 
caſt down with the Thoughts of Berhlebem, as what would 


make him intirely uſeleſs, (few conſidering the Injuſtice of 


the Caſe) and render his Works and former Uſefulneſs deſpi- 
cable, went to his uſual Aſylum the Throne of Grace, and 
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prayed earneſtly that God would diſcover ways and means 
for his Deliverance in due time, and would fruſtrate the 
devices of his Enemies. 

Friday, April 28. The Priſoner being chain'd to the bed- 
ſtead night and day as before, was only viſited by his Keeper 


Anna Thomſon, others being denied acceſs. 


Saturday, April 29. The Priſoner deſiring Anna Thomſon 
to bring him ſome Paper and Ink; ſhe replied, ſhe durſt not 
do it, they having ſolemnly ſworn her that ſhe ſhould do no 
ſuch thing, elſe ſhe could be no longer his Keeper; and in 
the afternoon William Hollowel the Barber's Man on the. 
Green, coming to ſhave. him, the Priſoner gave him ſome 
money to bring him Paper and Ink, when he return'd with 
his Periwig ; but the Ruffian Davis ſuſpecting it, rifled Hol- 
Izwel on his return, and ſeized the Paper and Ink. 

The Lord's Day, April 30. The Priſoner being ſtill 
chain'd night and day worſhipped God alone, having none 
to join with him. In the afternoon Ofwald's Maid and 
Apprentice came as Spies to viſit him, and asked him about 
Serjeant Cruden's meddling in his Affairs: The Priſoner told 
them that he had impowered him ſo to do, but that he had 


not impowered Wigbiman and his Accomplices to meddle in 


any of his Concerns. The Priſoner obſerving the Appren- 
tice to have a Bible in his pocket, with much difficulty pre- 


vailed with him to leave it. Oſtoald's Wife ſent afterwards 
for it, but the Priſoner did not regard her. 


Monday, May 1. The Priſoner being ſtill chain'd night and 
day had no viſitors, but comforted himſelf with his Bible 
and Devotions. | | 

"Tueſday, May 2. The Priſoner being chained night and 
day had no viſitors, and could only converſe with himſelf 
and his God. : | 

Wedneſday, May 3. The Priſoner being chain'd night and 
day was vihted by Hollabel the Barber's Man, with whom he 
again prevailed to bring him ſome Paper and Ink, which he 
artfully cenveyed to him when he brought his Periwig ; and 
this day he wrote ſeveral Letters to his Friends, eſpecially 
about the barbarous Deſign of ſending him to Bethlehem. 
Wright came this day and told the Priſoner that Vigbtman 
had ſent for his Account-Books. He anſwered, that Might- 
man had no Right to concern himſelf with him or his Ac- 
count-Books, and that if Fright delivered them up to him, 
he would make him anſwerable, right thought fit for 
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. Thurſday, May 4. The Priſoner being ſtill chain'd night 
and day, Ofwald's Maid came in the morning, and earneſtly 


requeſted to know who. informed him of the Decree of the. 


BLinDd-Bencn for ſending him to Bethlehem, but he gave 
her no ſatisfaction. After ſtaying eight hours he asked her 
ſeriouſly, what ſigns of madneſs ſhe had found in him? She 
could not inſtance any, but only fooiiſhly mentioned his 
peremptory Refuſal to ſee J/ightman, Ofwald and his Wife. 
Te Priſoner earneſtly requeſted her to give him ſome dif- 
covery of the Deſign of ſending him to Bethlehem : She re- 
plied, with much reluctance, that it had been decreed by the 
BLinD-BencnH, who had faithfully promiſed to keep it 
a mighty Secret from the Priſoner and his Friends ; and that 
Wightman and Merton (one of the BLinD-BENCH) had 
endeavoured to get the Officers of the Pariſh of St. Chri- 
flepher's, where the Priſoner's Shop ſtood, to aſſiſt in getting 
him ſent to Bethlehem, which ſhe underſtood the Pariſh 
was to do. 
The Priſoner had writ ſeveral letters yeſterday, and waited 
an opportunity of ſending them: But he diſcovered that O 


| wald's Maid was not a fit perſon to be truſted with them. 


Anna Thomſon told the Priſoner, after the Maid was gone, 
that the Servants looked thro* the lock-hole of the door, 
when Ofwald's Maid was with him, to ſee if he was writ- 
ing, they ſuſpecting the Maid would carry ſome letters for 
him. Thomſon ſaid, that they were to have ſearched the 
Maid narrowly, had not they been fatisfied that the Priſoner 
did not write any letters at that time. The Priſoner this 
evening demanded his Account-Books of Davis, which 
Wright had delivered to him, and Davis thought fit to re- 
ſtore them. 

Friday, May 5. The Priſoner being chained night and 
day roſe betimes to write a letter to the Governors of 
Bethlehem, and alſo one to the Officers of St. Chri/topher's 


Pariſh, and ſome other letters. The letter to the ſaid Go- 


venors was as moving and affecting a letter as could be pen- 
ned, for he was perhaps more afraid of Bethlehem than of 
Death, and this letter could not fail to make an impreſſion 
upon Men of Humanity and of natural Compaſſion. He 


' ſent on purpoſe for Hpl/5wel about noon to ſhave him, and 


with much ado perſuaded him to conceal the packet of let- 
ters in his Breeches, and carry it to the Peny- Poſt on Bethnal- 
Green, which came ſafe to Serjeant Cruden who took care 
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In the evening John Duncan came to viſit the Priſoner by 
an Order from Oſtvald's Apprentice. The Priſoner bid him 
tell Wightman that he intended to purſue him to the utmoſt 
for the many Injuries he had done him, and deſired him to 
call upon Mr. Zarwod the Attorney to be fo good as to come 
and ſce him. Duncan told the Priſoner that he would do 
well to be cautious to whom he intruſted his Letters or Com- 
miſſions, for he had reaſon to believe that every body betrayed 
him. The faid Duncan told the Priſoner that Ofwald's Maid 
was not to have liberty to ſee him any more, becaufe ſhe had 
declared that the Priſoner was well. | 

Saturday, May 6. The Prifoner being till chained pe 
and day, devoted this morning and every Saturday morning to 
Prayer and other religious Duties. He was uneaſy and caſt 
down in Spirit, fearing the Porters of Bethlehem ſhould come to 
fetch him thither, and acquainted Davis with his Concern, 
wd told him, that he need not be afraid of their coming to 
day, for that they uſually come betimes in the morning, 
having their Orders over night. 


Setjeant Cruden, at the Priſoner's earneſt Requeſt, writ to | 


many of his Acquaintance about his unjuſt Impriſonment and 
barbarous Treatment, which greatly chagrin'd Wightman, O/- 
wild and otherAccomplices. Vigbtman, in his profound Pene- 
tration, penn'd a threatning and falſe letter to ſend to Serjeant 
Craden, and deſired the favour of Scot to ſign it, whereinScor told 
Serjeant Crude, © That his Conduct in writing to Mr. Gines 
« ant Mr. Hitch, and declaring that the Prifmer at Bethnal- 


„Green was not in diſorder, and was ill. uſed in being placed | 


at Bethnal-Green, was very nuch reſented by Wightman 


aud others.” Scot in this letter falſly aſſerts, that Serjeant 


Cruden had ſaid, that the Priſoner at Bethnal-Green was dil- 
ordered, In this letter there were ſeveral Queries, namely, 
% Do you diſcern the Conſequences of ſuch Conduct? Is it not 
<< to declare, that Dr. Monro and ſeveral others are Rogues 
« and Fools?” If they be Rogues and Fools, they ought to 
be puniſhed for their Roguery and Folly, and time will diſ- 
cover whether it be ſo or no. Scot ſays, Do you think they 
„mill bear with it, and not call you to an Account? Scot ſays 


that J7ghtman will call Serjeant Cruden to a ſevere Account, 


but the Serjeant was not at all afraid of him, and would 


not be terrified or wheedled into a Compliance, as others 


Serjeant Cruden, May 6, anſwered Wightman, and not 


Scot, and juſtly deſpiſed his Threatnings, and writ as follows; 


* Laft Saturday, April 29, J received a very threatning Letter 
«© from 


5 
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« from one John Scot, that looks after Mr. C.'s Shop, ſetting | 


« forth my bad Condut? in writing to Mr. Gines and Mr. 
Hitch that Mr. C. is not diſorder d, and is ill-uſed in heing 
placed at Bethnal-Green, :s very much reſented by Dr. 
« Monro and you. T1writ, at my Friend's Defire, not only to 
them but to a great many more of his Acquaintance. As J 
« found him reſtrained from the uſe of Pen, Ink, and Paper, 
« 7 wrote to all of them to the ſame purport. I intimated to 
« the Perſons I writ to, that he was very well in his Senſes 
during the time I was in his Company, which was from nine 
c in the morning till paſt twelve o'clock. As for what Scot 
« writes [or rather//ightman] of my being ſatisfied that Mr. C. 
& was much diſorder d by the Report of Dr. Monro before 
*© I faw Mr. C. as alſo by the Report of Mr. Wright the 


| ©. Keeper of the Madhouſe, I muſt certainly conclude him mad. But 


F** when I came into his Company, I found him quite atherwiſe, 
« toth as to talking and acting during the three hours ſpent 
in his Company. I thought him as rational as ever I ſaw 
« him during the time of our Acquaintance, which is about 
& ſeven or eight Years. I find by your Letter to him of April 
& 17, that you judged bim capable of adjuſting Accounts be- 
« twixt Dr. Rogers and himfelf. 2 for his tranſcribing ar 
66 ftgnin the Letter you ſent him, he is determined not to do it.” 
Serjeant Cruden deſired an Anſwer to this Letter, but F/7ightman 
never did nor never can anſwer it, even with the help of his 
Friend Monra, who has yentured every thing to ſcreen 
Wightman from puniſhment. Samuel IH allabove- mentioned faid 
that Mrigbt and his Wife often give Orders to their Servants, 
without any regard to Truth, to ſay of ſame Priſoners to 
any that want to ſee them, that they are very ill, and not 
fit to be ſeen ; but Wightman and Monro ought not to have 
been falſe Men, as Mrigbt and his Servants are. 


The Lord's Day, May 7. The Priſoner being ſtill chained - 


night and day, was only viſited by his Keeper Anna Thomſen, 
and ſpent the Sabbath religiouſly alone. | 
Monday, May 8. The Priſoner ſtill chained night and 
day had no viſitors, and paſſed a great part of his time very 
agreeably in the exerciſes of Devotion, having ſuch uncom- 
mon Peace and Serenity in his Mind, that Bethnal-Green 


was in ſome reſpects rather a Palace than a Priſon. 


Tueſday, May 9. The Priſoner ſtill chain'd night and 

day had no viſitors, and paſſed his time as uſual. 
Medneſday, May 10. The Priſoner ſtill chain'd night and 
day had no viſitors, but He!lowe! that ſhaved him. Huollo- 
wel was ſtrictly charged by Davis to carry out no letters, . 
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if he ſhould receive any from the Priſoner, to deliver them 


Thurſday, May 11. The Priſoner being ſtill chain'd night 
and day, had no viſitors, but paſſed his time agreeably alone. 

Friday, May 12. The Priſoner being ſtill chain'd night and 
day, had no viſitors, and paſſed his time as uſual. 

Saturday, May 13. The Priſoner being ſtill chain'd night 
and day had no viſitors, but Hallotwel that ſhaved him. The 
Priſoner every morning dreſſed as well as he could, that he 
might appear clean and decent, and in no reſpect reſemble the 
poor Priſoners on Bethnal-Green. 4 

The Lord's-Day, May 14. The Priſoner being ſtill 
chain'd night and day, ſpent the Sabbath religiouſly alone. 

Monday, May 15. The Priſoner being ſtill chained night 
and day had no viſitors, and was much employed in writing 
letters which were barbarouſly intercepted. . | 

Tueſday, May 16. TheP riſoner being ſtill chain'd nigh 
and day had a ſhort viſit from Mrigbt about noon, who came 
in when the Priſoner was writing letters, but he artfully and 
ſpeedily concealed every thing in his bed: Mright ſaid, Yhy 
% do. you not make up matters with Wightman, and get from 
© hence, and be thankful for being well ?” The Priſoner ſaid 
very little to him, for he mightily wanted him to be gone, 
his Letters, Pen and Ink being only concealed by the cur- 
tains of the bed being drawn. 

Wedneſday, May 17. The Priſoner being ſtill chain'd night 

and day had no viſitors but Hollowel that ſhaved him. 
' Thurſday, May 18. The Priſoner being ſtill chained night 
and day, Dr. Monro coming as uſual to viſit his Patients, and 
the Priſoner hearing his voice in the adjacent room called upon 
him; but the Doctor replied, <* That he had nothing to ſay to 
the Priſoner, nor any thing to do with him.” | 

Mr. Kelſey Bull and Mr. Frederick Bull, who had been 
laſt week denied acceſs by Wrigbt's Wife for want of a Ticket 
from Wightman, now came with one about noon ; for it 
was common with Mrigbt's Wife either to ſwear the Pri- 
ſoner was not there, or that he could not be ſeen without an 
Order from Wigbtman; particularly Mr. Rouſe the Attorney, 
Mr. Oliver the Printer, &c, were denied acceſs, tho* they 
—＋ ſent for by the Priſoner, and earneſtly- begged to 
ee him. | 


The Priſoner told theſe two kind Gentlemen, that he had 


lived above three weeks paſt, cut off from Company and 
Converſation, chain'd night and day to the bedſtead, being 
robb'd of his Account-Books, Letters and Papers, and with 


the 
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the utmoſt difficulty had obtained a little paper and ink, nay 
more, that he had been often afraid of being aſſaſſinated in the 
night-time. The Priſoner intreated the favour of one of theſe 
gentlemen to ſtep out, and buy ſome paper for him on the Green; 
but leſt Davis ſhould have a ſuſpicion, and not allow acceſs 
a ſecond time; therefore the Priſoner contrived a me ſage to 
IVright's wife at the White-houſe ; and Mr. Kelſey Bull was 
fo kind as to go to her, and at the ſame time to buy ſome 
paper for the Priſoner. 

Theſe gentlemen promiſed, at the Priſoner's requeſt, to 
ſpeak to a gentleman of the Lord Mayor's acquaintance in 


order to pave the way for an effeCtual application to take 


the Priſoner under his Lordſhip's protection, and deliver him 
from his horrid confinement, but hrs ſalvation was evidently 
from God, and not from Man, The Gentlemen told the 
Priſoner, that if their Mother's health had permitted, ſhe 
had gladly ſeen him in a kindly manner before now. 

Friday, May 19. The Priſoner being ſtill chained night and 
day, in the afternoon was viſited again by Mr. Kelſey Bull, and 
Mr, Frederic: Bull with his young Lady, and Mr. Thomas Fletcher 
of Ware. His good Friend Mr. Frederick Bull ſet him up with 
a quire of Paper, a bottle of Ink, and a quarter of a hun- 
dred of Pens, which the Priſoner artfully hid under his bed. The 
Priſoner asked Mr. Kelſey Bull, whether the BL IN D-BERN CM 
had laid aſide their deſign of ſending him to Bethlebem? He 
anſwered that they had not, and that they had met laſt Tucſ- 
day, but ſoon broke up without doing much buſineſs. The 
Priſoner was evidently much concerned about the wicked 
contrivance of Monro, Migbtman, and the BL IN D-BEN RH to 
ſend him to Bethlebem: Mr, Kelſey Bull ſaid, that he did not 
believe that the Governors would receive the Priſoner, he not 
being a proper Patient for that place. The Priſoner had ſome 
reaſon to be afraid of the unjuſt influence of Mauro, the 


mad Doctor of Bethlehem, who was Wightman's devoted 


Creature, and ated as if he had been determined to ſign a 
blank to ſcreen him from puniſhment, The Priſoner often 
asked, what buſineſs they had to do with him? But this 
Queſtion can never be anſwered, neither by the BLIND= 
BENCH nor Vigbiman. 
The Priſoner being ftill under diſquieting fears of being 
carried to Bethlehem, this day wrote another Letter to the Go- 
vernors, which Mr. Frederick Bull took care to get preſented 
to them, while at board, next Day by his Uncle Mr. /7/l;em 
Bull. One of the Governors asked him, if it related to the 
Queen's Porkſeller? Mr. Bull ſaid, it did. The Gevernor 
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replied, I know him, and tell him to be eaſy, for he ſhall 
not be brought into this houſe ; but the Priſoner knew no- 
thing of this kind meſſage till after he had made his Eſcape, F 
and therefore continued under his racking fears. Mr. Fletcher M » 
greatly approved of this letter to the Governors, and hath de- 1 
clared that nothing could be writ more to the purpoſe. Mr. 
Fletcher deſired a ſuccinct Account of the Priſoner's Suffer- 
ings, and upon hearing them rehearſed, was much concerned 
to find he had been ſo unjuſtly and barbarouſly uſed. The f | 
Priſoner wrote alſo a Letter to Mighiman, demanding by 
what Authority he, a mere Stranger, who had never been, 
except the week before his Confinement, twelve hours in his | 
company, had uſurped a Power over him againſt Law and 7 
Equity, &c, which Letter Mr. Frederick Bull delivered next | 
Tueſday to the BLIND-BENCH; and when read before them it | 
| influenced one of their new members Mr. Thomas Moriſon, | 
14 to declare it was a well-penn'd Letter, and diſcovered nothing . 
of madneſs in its Author; and therefore Mr. Moriſon never 
attended that Bench any more. Wightman had that day cun- 
ningly invited Mr. Moriſon to dine with him, and asked him 
to be one of the ſureties to the Governors of Bethlehem, in 
3 order to make way for the Priſoner's being tranſported to 12 
8 Bethlehem, but Mr. Moriſon wiſely declined it. Y 
, Saturday, May 20. ThePriſoner being ſtill chained night and 
4 day, was viſited by no wn; 4 but Hollowel that ſhaved him. 


| 
| oy 

9 In the afternoon he wrote a 
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etter to the Lord Mayor and to 
54 two other Gentlemen, but they were intercepted and carried 8 


The Lord's Day, May 21. The Priſoner being ſtill chained 
night and day, ſpent the Sabbath religiouſly, and worſhipped 
. God alone. 

Monday, May 22. The Priſoner being iff chain'd night and 
day, had no viſitors. He writ this day to the Lord Mayor 
i and to others, but the Letters came into Pirate Jightmar!'s 
1 hands. | 
{| Tueſday, May 23. The Priſoner being ſtill chain'd night and 5 
i day, Mr. Crookſhank, a Member of the BLIND-BENCRH, came 
1: in the Evening to Bethnal-Green, and told him that this day 
. thoſe wiſe conſpirators had read a Letter of the Priſoner's to 
* his Father, which ha4 been intercepted by Vightman, and that 
. | the BLIND-BENCAH had under their conſideration the defign 
4 of ſending him to Bethlehem. It was their uſual cuſtom to 
y read the Priſoner's Letters that were intercepted by Might- 
| 2 man, when he preſented them to the Bench. The Priſoner 
| 


asked Mr, Croo&hank, what buſineſs had the BLIND-BENCH 
| to 


8 
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to meddle with him, upon the ſuppoſition he had been really 


mad ? He anſwered, that they would meddle. 


Wedneſday, May 24. The Priſoner being ſtill chained night 
and day, was viſited by no body, but He/{swel that ſhaved him. 

Thurſday, May 25. The Priſoner being ſtill chained night and 
day, wrote ſeveral Letters, particularly one to the Lord 
Mayor, and to ſome perſons of diſtinction, but they were 
all intercepted, | 

Friday, May 26. The Priſoner being ſtill chained night and 
day, ſpent his time as uſual. Anna Thomſon his keeper came 
into his room before he went to bed, and ſaid that ſhe had 
liſtned to hear his prayers, and that he prayed ſo hard that 
nothing could go againſt him, 

Saturday, May 27. The Priſoner being ſtill chained night and 
day to his bedſtead in this hot ſeaſon, and being alarmed with 
being ſent to Bethlehem, happily projected to cut the bedſtead 
thro' with a knife with which he eat his victuals. He made 
ſome progreſs in it this day. In the afternoon Mr, Willact 
the Bookſeller came in //ightman's name, defiring to know 
the ſtate of Mr. Conor's account with the Priſoner, for Migbi- 
man was ready to ſettle it with him, The Priſoner anſwered 


that he had nothing to do with //;ghtman, and would ſettle 


no accounts in concert with him, who had no power to 
meddle in his Affairs, and that therefore he hoped that Mr, 
Conon would wait a little longer. 

The Lord's Day, May 28. The Priſoner being ſtill chained 
night and day, made his own bed himſelf very early to con- 
ceal his deſign, but uſed not his knife this day upon the bed- 
ſtead. Thomas Lindon Apothecary, with a Friend, came to 
ſee him, who declared that he found him in the full exerciſe 
of his reaſon and judgment. . 

Monday, May 29. I he Priſoner being ſtill chained night an 
day, took Phyſick by Monro's order in the morning; and 
in-the afternoon he again uſed his knife upon the bedſtead, 

Tueſday, May 30. The Priſoner being ſtill chained wrote 
a Letter to Serjeant Cruden to ſend him a hand-ſaw, doubt- 
ing of the {trength of the knife, but providentially did not 
deliver this Letter to his woman-keeper ; for if he had, it 
had certainly fallen into Vrigbt's Wite's hands, and been 
ſent to Wightman, as other Letters were by that unfaithful 
woman's means, and ſo his Eſcape had been prevented, and 


he had been moſt ſeverely uſed. Therefore he went to work 


again, prayed hard and wrought hard, till his Shirt was al- 
moſt as wet as if dipt in water ; and as if he had received 


more than common V igour and Strength, he finiſhed the great 
F 2 Opcration 
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ration about four o'clock in the afternoon : Upon which 


he kneeled down and returned God thanks. Then he ſent 


for Hlallotuel to ſhave him, and began to prepare for his Eſcape. - 


He prayed at night that he might awake ſcaſonably for his 
Eſcape, and he ſlept ſome hours that night as ſound as ever he 
did in his life, chearfully and believingly committing this 
affair to God who had never left him n:r forſaken him. 
Wedneſday, May 31. The Priſoner's birth-day, he awoke 
early, performed his Devotions, held his chain in his hand 
ſtill faſtened to his leg, and deliberately got out at the Win- 
dow into the Garden, mounted the Garden- wall with much 
difficulty, loſt one of his ſlippers, and jumped down into the 
back-way, juſt before the clock ſtruck two. He went to- 
wards 4:/e-End, and his left-foot that wanted a flipper was 
ſorely hurt by the gravel-ſtones, which greatly afflicted him, 
and obliged him to put the ſlipper on the left- foot. From 
thence he went towards J/h:ite-Chapel, and in his way met 
with a kind Soldier, who, upon hearing his Caſe, endea- 
voured to get him a Coach, but in vain; therefore he and 
the Soldier walked undiſcovered till they came to Aldgate, 
where the Watchmen perceiving a chain, and ſuſpecting him 


to be a perſon broke out of Goal, ſeveral Watchmen and 
the Conſtable Mr. Wardly followed him to Leadenhall-ftrect, 


and brought him back to Aidgate watch-houſe. He acquainted . 


the two Conſtables Mr. Vurd and Mr. Wardly with his Caſe, 
which did much affect them. They allowed him ſome re- 
freſhment, and promiſed to carry him before my Lord 
Mayor, but ſent a Watchman privately to Bethnal-Green, to 
know the certainty of the Account; upon which Davis and 
two more of their bull-dozs came to the Watch-hcuſe with 
handcuffs to carry back the Priſoner ; but the Conſtable perceiv- 
ing his meek and ſedate Converſation, would not allow it, 
end deſired Wright their maſter to come before my Lord 
Mayor, at Grocers Hall, about 11 o'clock, where he would 
ſee his Priſoner. 

The Priſoner after five o'clock deſired the Conſtable to car- 
ry him in a coach to Nerth's Crffee- Houſe near Guild- Hall, 
where he was much refreſhed and heartened about five hours. 
A Printer at Aberdeen in Scotland came this morning to the 
Coffee-houſe, and artfully inſinuated to the Conſtable, that it 
would be the beſt way to deliver up the Priſoner to be confined 
ſome time longer. This Printer lodged at Grant's in Hhite's- 
Alley, and it is ſuppoſed that he was ſent thither by Mig htman 
and Ofwald, with whom he became ſuddenly much acquainted ; 
and it's certain that he falſly ſaid to the Priſoner, that he came 

to 
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to the Coff:e-houſe accidentally without knowing of his 

being there. He was received kindly by the Priſoner he being 
lately come from Scotland; but this falſe man, as the Con- 
ſtable rightly judged, proved very treacherous in ſeveral re- 
ſpecs ; and particularly upon his going to Scotland he greatly 
injured the Priſoner by poiſoning his relations with falſe reports; 
and his falſhood is attended with great ingratitude, he being 
ſome years ago greatly obliged to the Priſoner, upon his firſt 
coming as a Journey man to London, but now Ofwald is become 
his Correſpondent, and the Printer appears to be a ſelfiſh, 
ungrateful man. 

The Priſoner went to Grocers-hall about eleven o'clock, 
with his chains on, for he would not have them taken off 
till the Lord Mayor ſhould ſee them. Before he appeared, 
Wightman with ſome of his friends had been with his Lord- 
ſhip, in order to fill him with Prejudices againſt the Pri- 
ſoner : And //ightman hearing the Conſtable ſpeak very 
favourably of the Priſoner, and of his rational Behaviour, gave 
him half-a- crown, which the Conſtable looked upon as a bribe 
to be ſilent ; and Mightman was ſo baſe as afterwards to charge 
it to the Priſoner. The Conſtable told his Lordſhip the ſitua- 
tion of the Priſoner when he ſeiz'd him; and the Priſoner gave 
his Lordſhip a juſt and full account of his illegal and barbarous 
Impriſonment, and demanded that Vightman might be imme- 
diately ſent to Newgate, or held to bail. To which his 
Lordſhip made no reply. | 

The Priſoner was ſeveral hours in bed at North's Coffee- 
hauſe, and had not time to ſend for his friends; but 1/ightman 
was ſurrounded both with friends and wretched Tools ; for 
London the Apothecary, and Grant of Jhite's- Alley, both 
took their oath before his Lordſhip that the Priſoner was 
Lunatick, tho* Grant, poor Creature, knows no more what 
is meant by Lunatick, than a Child of a year old, and 
had not ſeen the Priſoner for nine weeks and fix days before. 
The Priſoner told his Lordſhip that, if he had complied with 
I/ightman's earneſt requeſt to pardon him, he had long ago 


been out of that diſmal place, but that he was always reſolved 


to vindicate his own Character, and to have legal ſatisfaction. 
For proof of which the Priſoner ſhewed his Lordſhip the joint 


| Letter of Dr. Stukeley and Dr. Rogers, which his Lordſhip 


read. His Lordſhip asked why he appeared before him with 


his Chain? To which the Priſoner replied, that this chain 
being put on by illegal power, he was reſolved to have it 
taken off by legal authority ; ; and accordingly the Conſtable 


unlocked the chain in the preſence of his Lordſhip, He alſo 
| told 
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told his Lordſhip that baſe Vightman had intercepted all his 
Letters, and ſeveral to his Lordſhip, particularly one writ 
laſt week, which Vightman, like a cat who had loft her tail, 
ſneakingly took out of his pocket, it being opened, and gave 
it to his Lordſhip. Vile Vigbtman faid to his Lordſhip, that 
no body would receive the Priſoner as a lodger : To which 
the Prifoner anſwered that it was abominably falſe, and he 
named an honeſt family that would heartily receive him. 
Then the Lord Mayor faid to the Priſoner, Will you ſubmit 
to Dr. Monro's judgment? Which he refuſed to do with 
indignation, knowing him to be intirely Mightman's Creature 
from his groſs lies and calumnies againſt him. He offered to 
refer his Caſe to Dr. Stukeley, but no Phyſician came. It is 
ſuppoſed, that Monro, Wightman's Tool, was at hand, ready 
to aſſert any thing, right or wrong, to ſcreen guilty Vightman. 
But when the Priſoner ſaw Wighiman endeavouring to have 
him ſtill under his care, he fell upon his knees before Sir John 
Barnard, and begged moſt earneſtly not to be delivered into 
the hands of cruel Migbtman, but rather into the hands of an 
Honeft Conſtable, or any body his Lordſhip pleaſed : And 
Tifing from his knees he pulled up his courage, and told his 
Lordſhip plainly, that he perceived Wightman had poi ſoned 
him too much, but that if his Lordſhip, or the greateſt ſub- 
ject in England ſhould ſend him to a Madhouſe (when he was 
not mad) he would purſue him to the utmoſt, Then Provi- 
dence ſoon gave a turn to the matter, and his Lordſhip re- 
"commended him to a lodging in Downing-ftreet, And fo 
Mr. C. glad to be delivered out of Vigbtman's power, went 
in a Coach from Grocers-hall, to Mr. Morgan's Joiner in 
Downing-ftreet near Hide - park - corner this 31ſt of May, 
1738 ; and there Mrs. Morgan his landlady took great care 
of him, particularly of his foot that had been greatly hurt 
this Morning, and was now much ſwelled. Wighiman was 
much chagrined at the Priſoner's Eſcape, and retuſed at firſt 
to pay Wright, ſaying that he could not anſwer for his 


pe. 

Thurſday, Fune 1, One Butts came to Mr. C. in the 
morning, and Mr. C. ſent him to Bethnal-Green, with the 
Schedule of his things, and an order to Fright to deliver them 
to him, which order was deſpiſed by Mrigbt, who ſent Mr. Cs 
account-books, paper, linen, and other things to /Yight- 
man But whether Butts told that he went to Bethnal- 
Green bond fide or falſly by the inſtigation of MWigbtman, 
remains a queſtion ; for 2 ightman yet aimed to make Mr. C. 
his Priſoner, thinking it the way to eſcape puniſhment, Mr. C. 
Was 
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was all day at home, and in the afternoon was viſited by 
Mrs. Galloway ; and afterwards by Serjeant Cruden and Wil- 
liam Simpſon ; Mr. C. ſent for a tankard of Beer to treat 
Mr. Cruden and Mr. Simpſon, and drinking to them, Butts, 
a Tool of Wightman's, interpoſed in a paſſion, ſaying, it was 
too ſtrong drink for him, and would not allow him to drink 
any of it. What, quoth the Serjeant, have you only brought 
Mr. C. from one Priſon to another ? Or muſt he be ſtill under 
the Tyranny of Vightman and his Tools? Hold, ſays Mr. C. 
be this as it will, I will drink no ſtrong Beer, that I ma 
give no Offence, Mr. C. was alſo viſited this day by his 
good friend Mr. Frederick Bull. 

In the evening Mr. C. was viſited by the Rev. Mr. Crook- 
ſhank and Mrs. Gardner, who ſpoke very civilly to him, and 
entertained him with ſome wiſhes and propheſies. They both 
ſaid, ** That Mr. C. would be a great man, and make a great 
« figure at court, and looked upon his Troubles to be deſigned by 
& providence, to be an Introduction and Preparation to his future 
«© Advancement, and ſeveral things to this purpoſe ; and particu- 
& larly Mr. Crookſhank ſaid, that Mr. C. was Joſeph, mean- 
ing that God would be with him, bleſs him, and make him a 
“ proſperous man after his Reproaches and Troubles,” Mr. C. 
ſaid, That he was willing to be as humble or as exalted as God 
& pleaſed.” But let the world judge if this Prophet hath acted 
a conſiſtent part; for if Mr. C. be a Jeſeph, Mr. Crookfhank 
hath conſented to let Joſeph down into the Pit, by being in 

the confederacy againſt him. | 

Friday, June 2. Mr. C. went up the River with an 
acquaintance for his amuſement, and came home at night. 

Saturday, Fune 3. Mr. C. viſited ſeveral friends, and in 
the afternoon walked in Hide-Part and in St. Fames's- 
Park. 

The Lord's Day, Fune 4. Mr. C. attended publick wor- 
ſhip in Swallow-ftreet all day. 
. Monday, Fune 5. Mr. C. took phyſick, which at his deſire 
Mr. Stone brought to him, and was all day at home, Mr. 
Duncombe Bookbinder and Mr. Oliver Printer came to 
viſit him in the evening, and declared him as ſenſible and well 
as ever they had ſeen him. | 

Tueſday, June 6. Mr. C. in order to convince the Lord 
Mayor of his ſound mind, and of J/jzhtmar's unaccountable 
management, deſired his landlord and landlady to give him a 
written Certificate, which was as follows ; 

Me hereby teſtify that Mr, A. C. our Lodger, is of 4 
6 peaceable and agreeable Temper, and behaves every Way to 
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& fo great Satisfaction, that toe cannot defire a better Lodger, 
e diſcover nothing of Diſorder about him, and think that 
& there is not the leaſt Occaſion for any Perſon to lock after 
« Mr. C. for he ts very capable to take care f himſelf. Given 
% at Downing-Street near Hide - Park- Corner, Picadilly, 
« June 6, 1738. | | 
Jacob Morgan. 
Sarah Morgan. 


But when Mr. C. waited of the Lord Mayor at Grocers- 
Hall, and wanted to give his Lordſhip a more full Account 
of the Injuries done him by Migbtman, his Lordſhip ſaid 
that that Affair did not properly come before him, but was 
an Action at Law, | 

Mr. C. dined this day at Mr. Frederick BulPs in Cornhill, 
and in the afternoon went into the Country, and became ac- 
quainted with ſome Gentlemen, A Gentleman of Richmond 
beſpoke his Concordance ; upon which he wrote for two or three 
Copies to his Servant Scot, who ſent him ſome, but wrote him 
that Vigbtman expreſly forbid it, and threatned to make him 
and the Bookbinder ſuffer if they ſhould ſend any more. 

June 11, Ofwald's Maid came this evening to Serjeant 
Cruden's in Dutchy-Lane, tarried a conſiderable time, and 
moſt earneſtly intreated Serjeant Cruden and his Wife to uſe 
their Intereſt with Mr. C. not to go to Law. They told 
her, that it was not in their power nor in any perſon's to alter 
his Reſolution in that matter. Mrs. Cruden ſaid to her, 
Don't you think that they have greatly injured Mr. C.? 
She replied, that ſhe muſt own that they had injured him ex- 
ceedingly, and that he was too wiſe for them all, but that 
ſhe being only a Servant was afraid of loſing her Place, and 
therefore muſt ſay little. The Maid alſo ſaid, What ſhall 
we think of the religious Man now, who won't pardon 
thoſe that ſent him to Bethnal- Green? It may appear not at all 
material to take notice of what is ſaid by one in ſo low a 
ſtation, but this Maid hath been often uſed as a Tool, and 
ſent as a Spy by Mr. C.'s Adverſaries, and Vightman even 
read to her ſome of Mr. C.'s intercepted Letters while he was 


his Priſoner at Bethnal-Green, 


Monday, Fune 19. Mr. C. came to Town to his Lodg- 
ing in Downin?-Street, He went to his Shop, and ordered 
Scot not to regard any thing that Vighiman ſaid or threatned : 
This day he received a letter from Dr. Rogers, dated, 7une 
17, wherein the Doctor ſays, / am faumred with vours, 


& which I communicated to our Well-wiſher Dr. Stukeley, 
« who 
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who rejoices with me in your Providential Deliverance out 0 
« fo ſore a Confinement, as well as out of the hands of ſuch 
* Brutes. Me wiſh a Continuance of Health with all imaginable 
«© Happineſs, and that you may have legal Fuſtice done you.” 
June 22, Mr. C. writ the following Letter to J/ightman 


Mr. Rstert Wightman, 


* deſire and require to know when you intend to deliver 
up to me my Money and Papers, and other Effects you. 
& ſeized at J/hite's-Alley, and why you detain them. Pray ac- 
« quaint me, by what Authority you meddled with my Money 
or any of my Affairs? By what Authority you ſent me to 
the Madhouſe at Bethnal-Green ? By what Authority you 
<« intercepted and opened my Letters? And why you entred 
into that deſperate and diabolical Contrivance of ſending 
„ me to Bethlehem ? I have got many more Queſtions to 
« propoſe to you, but at preſent pray give a particular An- 
& ſwer to thoſe above-mentioned this Afternoon, and direct 
„to me at Mr. Frederick Bull's in Cornhill, Written and 
« ſigned at London, June 22, 1738. 

4. C. 


This day Nightman called at Mr. Reynard ſon's in Great-Or- 
mond- Street, he having writ a letter at Mr. C. 's deſire to him, to 
come and ſpeak to him about Mr. C.'s Affairs. Mr. Reynard ſan 
expoſtulated with VMigbtman about his unaccountable Manage- 
ment; and asked him what buſineſs he a ſtranger had with 
Mr. C. even upon the ſuppoſition he had been in diſorder? 
The poor unhappy Man moſt unaccountably ſaid that he 
would not deſiſt, but would run all risks, and endeavour to 
ſend Mr. C. to Bethlehem, for he had a Friendſhip for him. O 
FW ightman ! how unhappy is the Man that is your Friend! But 
Higbtman acted like a vile Hypocrite, and intended the greateſt 
Injuries to Mr. C. for the ſake of that great Idol Self. The 
wickedneſs of Migbtman and his Accomplices is greatly aggra- 
vated from their falſly covering ic with the pretence of Friend- 
ſhip; which diſcovers them to have acted like the vileſt of Men. 

Friday, June 23. This day Mr. C. writ a ſecond letter to 
Wightman, which was as follows ; 


Mr. Robert Wightman, 


& I defire you may ſend me by Mr. $:2t the Plate about 
„Dr. Regers's Oils, a new Pair of Shoes of mine, my Ac- 
** count-Books, the Letters intercepted and ſcandalouſly opened 
by you, and all my Linen. I deſire you may let me know 
*« when you are to deliver up ov Papers and Effects ſeized 
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« by you. Your Man haunts my Shop: I deſire you may 
ce call him home to mind your own Buſineſs ; for I know 
« no Buſineſs that J/jghtman or his Man have to do with my 
« Affairs. Prepare to ſuffer the higheſt Puniſhments the 
Laws can inflit for your great and unaccountable Injuries 
„done to me. Why don't you ſend me an Anſwer to the 
Letter and Queſtions in it ſent you yeſterday ? Pray re- 
member that I deſign not to allow one Six-pence of the 
* Money you have pretended to pay for me. By what Au- 
„ thority did you do it? I truſt in God that he will be 


* with me, and guide me, and vindicate my Character. 


Written and ſigned in Cornhill, London, Tune 23, 17 38. 
= C 


Mr. C. ſent Scot this day to Wightman to demand all the 
Letters of his he had intercepted ; but Migbtman peremptorily 
refuſed to deliver one of them. Mr. C. let igbtman know 

by Scot, that, if he loſt any of theſe letters, he ſhould pay 

dear for it, and that he believed when the Judge had paſſed 

Sentence againſt him for his Crimes, he would not be worth 

a Groat afterwards. | 
Saturday, June 24. TIVightman thought fit to write a long 

conceited Epiſtle, dated June 23, which Mr. C. received 

this day, in which he gives not Mr. C. a categorical Anſwer. 

He acknowledges, © That a kind Providence evidently ſuperin- 

*© tended Mr. C. who had been formerly called the meek Mr. C.“ 

and concludes thus; „I have only to add, that, as this is 

<< the firſt Letter I have written you, in anſwer to ſeveral 
angry Letters, fo it is the laſt [am to write you while 
your Diſorder grows; And therefore I warn you to write me 
no more in any ſuch manner, nor at all till you come out 


« of Bethlehem-Hoſpital, for I will not read them: I will 


burn them unopened.” Migbtman muſt alſo add a moſt 
unaccountable Poſtſcript. ** I have juſt. now received your 
<«« Second Letter, and need only anſwer to it, that I look'd 
for Dr. Rogers Plate at his deſire, but could not find it. 
Your prohibition to pay people what is due to them, goes 
for nothing with me. Is Mr. C. become fo unjuſt as to 


«c 
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in his ſenſes! Hou can that be? Among the Reſt of your 


conceipts, I hear you have talkt as if I wanted to be ac- 
quitted by you, TI nou tell you it is a Delireous Dream, I 
overlook; your threats with Compaſſion, and will have no 
acquittance from you. You miſtake your Man hugely.” 

M igbiman's Nonſenſe appears in declaring Mr. C. mad for 
not allowing him to pay his juſt Debts, whereas 1 
eiz 


cc 
(e 
cc 
cc 


refuſe to pay what is juſtly due! and is he not diſordered ' 
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 ſeiz'd illegally his Money and Effects, and unreaſonably pre- 
tended to pay his juſt Debts, for which he had no more Con- 
cern than a Turk or an Indian, Migbtman is not a Child for 
years, being an old Batchelor about ſixty years, and ought to 
have underſtood meum and tuum better. Migbtman ſeems to 
have acted in this affair, as if he had been in a delirious Dream, 
and writes as if nothing could rouſe him out of his Lethargy, 
but Newgate and Tyburn. Ts 

This afternoon Mr. C. went to Southgate to viſit his good 
. old Friend Madam Coltman, to whoſe only Son he had been 
Tutor. He was kindly received at Southgate, and came to 
town about buſineſs on Monday afternoon. ; 

Tueſday, June 27. This day I/ightman aſſembled his 
BL1inD-BENCH at Ofwald's, namely, Dr. John Monro the 
Chairman, Dr. John Guyſe, Mr. William Croaokſhank, Fobn 
Cooke Apothecary, Richard Horton Paſtry- Cook: And Mr. 
C. went in among them where he found Sammel Reynard ſan 
Eſq; who had been invited to come. Monro the Chairman 
teized Mr. C. with many impertinent Queſtions, ſuch as, 
Was you ever mad? To which he replied, No. Monro asked, 
Whether he had not addreſſed a Widow-Lady, even after ſhe 
had been married? To which Mr, C. replied, that he had 
indeed formerly courted that Lady, but never ſince ha knew 
that ſhe was married. AZonro asked, if he had not ated as a 
Madman at Bethnal-Green ? To which Mr. C. replied, that 


tho? that place and the barbarous uſage thereof might have 


made any body mad, yet he defied all his Enemies to prove him 
mad; and as for their Slanders and Lies he diſregarded them, 
having ſtrongly proved himſelf, bleſſed be God, to be in the 
full uſe of his Reaſon to many perſons who tame to ſee him, 
Mr. C. expoſtulated with Monro, about ordering phyſick for 
him before he viſited him. Mr. Reynardſon ſaid, that he had often 


converſed with Mr. C. ſince he came from Bethnal- Green, 


and that he behaved very well, and that he found no ſigns of 
madneſs in his Converſation: Mr. C. told Monro, that an 
eminent Phyſician had told him, That Dr. Monro had been 
% always on the ſevere fide of the Queſtion, with reſpect to 
the poor Patients, and that he had always obſerved it to be 
*« fo;” and that therefore, on that and ſome other accounts, if 
he wanted a Phyſician, Monroe ſhould be the laſt man he 
would chooſe. Mr. C. bid Aan mind his own Buſineſs, 
for that with him he had no Concern ; which Monroe forthwith 

obeyed, and ſaid he would do fo ; and then left the room. 
Mr. C. demanded of Vighiman his Money, Effects, Papers, 
and Accounts, but waz OY refuſed before them all. 
2 Lb 
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Dr. Guy/ſe ſhew'd much diſlike at Mr. C. 's Courage and 
Bravery. Cote looked as if he had been ſelf condemned. 
Crookſhank was entirely led by the Noſe, Harten looked au- 
dacious; and Vigbiman like a condemned Malefactor. Mr. C. 
indeed throughly deſpis'd this Combination of fooliſh meddling 
Men, eſpecially that they had no buſineſs with him ; and that 
he plainly ſaw that their grand Plot was only to ſcreen the 
Criminals Vigbtman and Oſwald, and themſelves, who were 
alſo become Criminals by their aiming to ſend Mr. C. to 
Bethlehem And at laſt, at the deſire of Mr. Reynardſon, 
Mr. C. retired, 

After he was gone they paſſed their ſolemn Decree, like 
unaccountable Men, That Mr. C. ought to be ſent toZethle- 
« hem; and that proper means ſhould be uſed for ſending him 
v thither as ſoon as poſſible.” But Mr. Reynard/on interpoſed, 
ſaying that he had often ſeen Mr, C. ſince he came from 
Bethnal-Green, and that he always behaved very ſenſibly, and 
that in his opinion their Reſolution was ill- grounded; that he 
had influence enough with Mr. C. to give an evident demon- 
ſtration of his being of a ſound mind, even by ordering him 
to keep in his Lodgings for a week together, which no man 
fit for Bethlehem could have ſuch a Comm ind of himſelf as 
to do. Some of them replied, they were ſure he would not 
ſtay ſo long within doors: But Mr. Reynardſon aſſured them 
that he would ; upon which they ſeemed to acquieſce in that 
propoſal as a Trial of Skill, but did not reverſe their black 
and unjuſtifiable Decree. 

Wignelday, Fune 28, Mr. C. waiting of Mr. Reynardſon, 
kindly received his Commands to ſtay in his Lodging for a 
week, and not ſo much as to go out on the Lord's Day to 
publick Worſhip, which Mr. C. religiouſly obeyed. 

Tune 29. Wightman having formerly declared to Mr. 
Reynardſon, that he would run all risks to have Mr. C. ſent 
to Bethlehem, did this day write to Mr, Fletcher Maſter of + 
a Boarding-School at Ware, (with whom Mr. C. had for- 
merly been Uſher) and fully told him of the Decree of 
the BLIND-BENCH at their Meeting on June 27, to ſend 
Mr. C. on Saturday ſe'nnight to Bethlehem, but that in order 
thereunto he defired Mr. Fletcher to get the Church-WWarden of 
that, Pariſh to fign a Certificate, ſignifying that he belonged to 
their Pariſh, becauſe in Bethlehem the Governors receive none 
who don't belong to ſome Pariſh, and that two of his Aſſsciates 
were ready to be bound to Bethlehem- Hoſpital, according to 
their uſual Form, To which Mr. Fletcher replied in a very 
ſhort Letter, That he was wholly averſe to be concerned in Ach 

uc 
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ſuch Tranſafioms, Wightman had been at great. pains to find 
Suereties, and promiſed to indemnify them. | 

Notwithſtanding Mr, Fletcher”s refuſal, yet Vigbtman found 
means to continue his Application to the People of /Yare, 
who ſcorned him as an impertinent meddling Fellow, and 
thought him more fit for Bethlehem than Mr, C. In the Poſt- 
ſcript of his Letter to are, Wightman fays, I have done my 
&« utme/t to obtain a Certificate from the Pariſh where he lodged 
Cin London, and where his Shop is, but in vain; becauſe @. 
« Man's being a Ledger or Shopkeeper, entitles him not to be @ 
« Pariſhioner.” | 

Friday, June 30. Mr. Reynardſ:n did Mr. C. the honour 
to come in his Chariot, and to viſit him in his Lodgings in 
Downing-ſtreet, when he thewed him a Letter he had received 
from Wightman, ſignifying that he deſign'd as ſoon as poſſible 
to ſend Mr. C. to Bethlobem. Mr. Reynardſon deſired Mr. C. 
to commit to his cuſtody ſome of Vightman's particular Let- 
ters, leſt he and his Aſſociates ſhould come and ſpoil him of 
them, and to commit his other Papers to the care of his 
Landlady, which were carefully and ſecurely hid. Mr. C. 
ſaid, that he thought Vightman and his Aſſociates could not 
be fo fooliſh as to attack and ſeize him a ſecond time: To 
which Mr. Reynardſon replied, that conſidering what they had 
done, he did not know what they might do, and defired his 
Landlord and Landlady to call a Conſtable, and ſend for him, 
in caſe they ſhould make another Attack upon him. Mr. C. 
being penſive upon what had paſſed, deſired his Landlord to 
ſecure his Windows and the Door, that none might come 
in upon him without leave ; and he prayed earneſtly that 
God might fruſtrate their Devices againſt him, and deliver him 
from unreaſonable and wicked Men. | 

Saturday, Fuly 1. Mr. C. after the Alarm and Diſtur- 
bance ſent for Mr. Stone the Surgeon, who opened a Vein, 
and took from him nine ounces of blood, and ſaid, he was 
always ready to declare that he had never ſcen Mr. C. in a 
mad Condition, but ever regular and reaſonable 

The Lord's Day, July 2. Mr. C. ſtayed cloſely in his 
Lodgings as formerly, and ſpent the Sabbath religioully. 

Monday, Fuly 3. Mr. C. was viſited by ſome Friends, 
who were of opinion that Vigbtman and his Accomplices de- 
ſigned to kidnap him, as ſoon as they found him abroad, and 
to carry him into a place where he ſhould never be heard of. 

Tueſday, Fuly 4. Mr. C. hearing that Wightman was to 
go off the Premiſes in a few days, ſent a Letter to a Gentle- 
man of Diſtinction, who adviſed him to employ an able At- 

| torney: 
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torney: And in the afternoon he writ to Mr. Reynardſon, 
who returned by the Bearer a very kind anſwer. 

Wedneſday, Fuly 5. Mr C. wrote this day to Wightman, 
requiring his Money, Effects, Account-Books, Papers and 
Letters he had intercepted, but got no anſwer. The Letter 
was as follows ; 


Mr. Robert Wightman, 


It is a great Inconvenience and Diſadvantage to me that 
al — are ſo unreaſonable as to refuſe ts deliver me up my 
«© Money, Papers and Effects, and make an Account to me 
about my Affairs you have moſt unaccountably and fooliſhly 
„ meddled with. I deſire you may ſend me word by the 
«© Bearer, when you intend to deliver up every thing relating 
« to me. Pray remember you have no Authority to pay a 
c Six-pence for me, and don't expect I will allow it. I think 
«<< my ſelf more capable to manage my own Affairs than you 
* are to manage them for me. I defire not to entertain a 
„ revengeful Temper againſt any Man, but to wait on God 
< for Direction to take ſuch methods as may vindicate my 


« Character, and make you ſuffer according to the Demerits - 


« of your uncommon Crimes. Perhaps you have been left to 
fall into ſuch groſs and unaccountable Actions to humble you 
« for your Pride and Self-conceit. You began the Week you 
« ſent me to Bethnal-Green in a very bad way, by having a 
« Shoemaker in your Room fitting you with Shoes on the 
« Sabbath-morning. Dated in Downing-ftreet, July 5, 1738. 


=S. 


_ . Thurſday, Fuly 6. This day Mr. C. finiſhing his voluntary 
Confinement in his Lodgings, and fearing left his Enemies 
ſhould again make him their Priſoner, went abroad with two 
Friends to Juſtice De Veil, deſiring his Protection; but the 
Juſtice ſaid, he was already under the Protection of the Law. 
Mr. C. thought it prudent to have a truſty and ſtout 
Friend to guard him this day when he went abroad, whom 
he ſent to Ofwald's for an Anſwer to his laſt Letter to 
Wightman ; but Ofwald's Wife haughtily replied, © That Mr. 
© Wightman regarded none of his Letters, and that he 
© would trounce all Perſons that came to trouble him about 


© the Aﬀairs of Mr. C.“ 


Mr. C. dined this day at Mr. Charles's Maſter of St Pauls 


School, who had lately ſeen his Friend Mr, Newcom- of 
Hackney, and faid that Mr, Newceme had told him, Toat 
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& he thought Mr. C. was very well when be ſaw him at Beth- 
cc nal-Green, and that he was very ill uſed.” 

Friday, Fuly 7. The following Atteſtation was ſigned by the 
famous Dr, Alexander Stuart, and Dr. William Stukeley two of 
the College of Phyſicians; and afterwards Fuly 26 by Dr. 
Robert Innes a Phyſician in London of long Practice. | 


Me whoſe Names are underwritten have ſeen and converſed 
ce with Mr. A. C. Bookſeller to her late moft Excellent Ma- 
&« jefty, and do think him in good Health and Order, and that 
« it is a moſt injurious and unaccountable thing, to propoſe to 
&« ſend him to Bethlehem. Given at London the ſeventh day 
« of July in the Year of our Lord God 1738. 

| Alexr. Stuart, M. D. 
William Stukeley, M. D. 
Robert Innes, M. D. 


Saturday, July 8. Mr. C. adviſed with ſome Friends about 
arreſting of Wightman for the Money that he had ſeized 
of his. | 3 

Friday, Fuly 14. Mr. Reynardſon finding that Mr. C. 
had difficulty to get Vightman arreſted, went with him in his 
Chariot into the City this day, and got Migbtman to give in 
Bail for Mr. C's money he had ſeized. His Bail were Jahn 
Cooke Apothecary and Richard Horton Paſtry-Cook, two 
members of the BLIND-BEN CH. 

Tueſday, Fuly 25. Mr. C's Caſe had been ſeveral times 
mentioned in the News- papers, and this day in the St. Fames's 
Evening-Paſt there was an Account, That lately there 
had been in Liucoln's-Inn- Ficlds a publick Diſputation 
about his Caſe, and that it was ended with great and di- 
« {tinguiſhing Succeſs, on the part of Mr. C. JW/ightman's 
Servant pleaded for him, but it was evidently concluded 


© that Mr. C. had been exceedingly Injured, and that Vigbt- 


* man was a great Criminal by Law, and every way. A 
Letter writ by //ightman was produced, which he wanted 
Mr. C. to ſign, it being a full Pardon for him, and then 
„ he would directly releaſe him; but Mr. C. for many Rea- 
ͤſons had abſolutely refuſed to ſign it. The Diſcourſe before 
«« Difputation was from that remarkable Text, St. Mark iii. 21. 
* And when his Friends heard of it, they went out to lay hold 
* of him, for they ſaid, He is beſide himſelf.” 

aturday, Auguſt 5. Mr. C. with Oliver Roberts appeared 


before Lord Chief Baron Comyns, and being ſworn, they made 


their reſpective Affidavits: The Subſtance whereof follows; 
Oliver 
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cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 
"4 
cc 
<c 
cc 
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cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


% Oliver Roberts Chairman, made oath that Robert 
Wightman, in March laſt, gave orders to him to car 

Mr. C. to a Madhouſe at Bethnal-Green, and directed him 
to take John Ander/on Coachman for his aſſiſtance; and 


to induce. Mir. C. to come out of his Lodging, the ſaid 
cc” 


IWirhtman directed Roberts to inform the ſaid Mr, C. that 
WWightman deſired to ſpeak with him at his lodging in 
Spring-Gardens ; and the ſaid Roberts and Anderſon went 
to Mr. C's lodging in F/hite's- Alley, and told him as above, 
and thereby prevailed with him to go into a Hackney- 
Coach provided by the faid Roberts; and the ſaid Roberts 
and Anderſon went into the ſaid Coach, and immediately 
drew up the windows to prevent Mr, C's ſeeing where he 
was carried; and Roberts delivered Mr. C. to a ſervant 
belonging to the maſter of the ſaid Madhouſe: And tle 


ſaid Roberts further declared, that Mr. C. for all the time 


that the ſaid Roberts was with him in the ſaid coach be- 
haved himſelf very ſenſibly, and without any figns of 
Madneſs.” 

« Mr. C. made oath of his being impoſed upon by Oliver 
Riberts, and thereby being prevailed upon to go into a 
Hackney-Coach, was carried to Mright's Madhouſe at 
Bethnal-Green-on the 23d of March laſt, and confined 


there for nine weeks and {ix days; and that on the Saturday 


after his Confinement Davis the Under-keeper did put 
upon Mr. C's body a Strait-Maſteccat with long ſleeves, 
which intirely deprived him of the fiſe of his hands, and 
greatly hindred him from ſleep ; with which faid Naſtecoat 
Mr. C. was made very uneaſy for four or five days ; and 
during the firſt five weeks of Mr, C's Impriſonment he 
was Chained to his bedſtead every night, except one, by 
Davis or ſome other of Wrigbt's ſervants ; and for the 
firſt three or four weeks Mr. C. was frequently handcuff'd 
by Davis: And Wright came to Mr. C's chamber in the 
faid Madhouſe on April 26, and laid hold of all Mr. C's 


+ papers, pen and ink, and account-books, which he could 


then find: Upon which Mr. C. commanded Wrigbt to 
lay them down; but the faid Fright delivered the ſaid 
Accdunt- books to Davis, who then locked them up from 
Mr. C. And the reſt of the ſaid things Wright car- 
ried out of the ſaid room; and the ſaid Vright then 
ordered John Davis, Richard Turner and William Cæſar 
his ſervants to pull off Mr. C's ſhoes, and to chain him 
to the bedſtead in his chamber, and to lock the door thereof, 
which orders were then immediately executed: And the 


“ faid 
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& ſaid J/right the next day told Mr, C. that he had re- 
« ceived a Letter from Migbtman, giving him authority 
« forggthat he had done the day before: And Mr. C. farther 
« declared, that the lock and chain were not for one mo- 
“ ment off his leg from April 26 to the 31ſt of May, on 
„ which day Mr. C. made his Eſcape out of the Madhouſe 
«© by means of ſawing his bedſtead, and looſening the chain 
from the faid bedſtead.” 

This day Mr. C's Attorney applied to the Lord Chief 
Baron for an order to hold Vigbtman to bail, upon the above 
Affidavit; and at laſt only deſired bail for the ſum of 500 /, 
His Lordſhip ſaid it was a very uncommon and unprece- 
dented Caſe, but that if the Plaintiff could prove his alle- 

ations, he could get much more damages than five hundred 
— and ſo his Lordſhip ſuſpended the conſideration of this 
Affair, who was then the only Judge in Town. If bail could 
have been then applied for before a Bench of Judges, it might 
have been done with ſucceſs. 

Thurſday, Auguſt 10. Mr. C. not being able to hold Wight- 
man to bail, ordered his Attorney to take a W rit out of the 
King's- Bench-Court, which was perſonally executed this day 
upon Wightman. 

Tueſday, Auguſt 22. Mr. C. after viſiting ſome friends 
went this afternoon to Madam C9ltman's at Southgate, and was 
kindly entertained at her houſe for two months. This judicious 
Lady hath declared that ſhe found Mr. C. always rational, 
About a week or a fortnight after Mr, C's going to Southgate, 
Mr. Reynardſon came to viſit his Aunt Madam Coltman, and 
told Mr. C. that he had received a letter from W/7ghtman, dated 
Auguſt 23, wherein he moſt unaccountably propoſed that 
Mr, C. ſhould have his ſettlement fixed in the Pariſh to which 
Southgate belongs, to make way for his going to Bethlehem. 
Mr. Reynardſon obſerved, that the thoughts of Bethlehem 
made Mr. C. penſive, and told him that he had no need to 
be . troubled about Vightman's behaviour, for it was to 
be hoped that he ſhould ſuffer for it in due time. Mr. C. 
has great reaſon to be thankful to God all his life for fruſtrat- 
ing the unjuſt and wicked Devices of his adverſaries ; and it 
may evidently appear to the reader, that they richly deſerve to 
be brought to ſhame and puniſhment in an exemplary manner. 

It would be too tedious to continue this Narrative any 
farther, for bleſſed be God Mr. C. can, with Courage and 
Integrity, dare his bold enemies to prove any thing againſt his 
regular and good Behaviour; but it is not in any man's 
power to put a ſtop to —_—_ and lying lips, for the _ 
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of men have been unjuſtly and falſly abuſed in this manner. 
The reader may by this time be convinced that Mr. C. has 
acted more reaſonably then his Adverſaries, and that there 
was no foùndation to ſend him to Bethnal- Green; for if all 
Lovers were to be ſent thither, there would be a neceſſity to 
erect Bethlemetical Cities inſtead of Hoſpitals. The adver- 
| faries of Mr. C. were guilty of a wrong ſtep, and, like proud 
and infatuated men, ſeemed to be determined to be guilty of 
many more wrong ſteps, rather than humbly to acknowledge 
the firſt, A few Obſervations on the management of 
Mr. C's adverſaries, ſeem not unneceſſary to be added to this 
Narrative. | 

Mr. William Crookſhank. and John Ofwald Bookſeller 
were the firſt that raiſed a falſe report of Mr. C. and being 
once guilty of ſlander and falſhood, they have been ſo fooliſh, 
and wicked as to go on in it for above theſe ten months ; for 
about the end of January they both told to a particular friend 
of Mr. C's. that he was ſtill mad. This Gentleman ſaid to 
Mr. Crookfhank, that he had been often in Mr. C's com- 
pany, and found him very ſedate and ſerene, and without 
any figns of madneſs. Mr. Crooſtſpanꝭ was ſo bold as to anſwer, 

„Are you become mad alſo? It is plain that theſe two men 
had no other ground for their falſe report, but a piece of 
Love-gallantry on Saturday the 18th of March, 1737-8, 
when he came to have the final Reſolution of Mrs. Payne. 

Theſe two imprudent men told their ill-grounded ſenti- 
ments to Mr, C's fooliſh and ignorant landlord and landlady, 
James Grant and his wife in White's- Alley, which occaſion'd 
them to behave ſo diſobligingly and ſtrangely towards him, as 
in the Narrative. *Tis certain that Ofwald's wife took 
the lodging at Bethnal-Green, and Wightman and Oſwald were 
firſt joint actors in the Affair; but afterwards Ofwald endea- 
voured to flip his neck out of the collar, and M/ghtman 
managed the whole barbarous Affair; and Oſwald and others 
were his affiſtants and accomplices, Dr. Monro ſoon told 
Wightman that he had acted precipitantly and illegally, which 
made him uſe all means fair and foul to ſcreen himſelf ; and 
Monro was willing to run all risks to aſſiſt him. 

Wightman is a known projector, a buſy-body, a meddler 
in other peoples concerns without leave, as appears from 
many parts of lis conduct in life at Edinburgh ; but he was 
a very flender acquaintance of Mr. C's, no relation to him, 
no cteditor of his, had no worldly concerns with him ; nor 
did Mr, C. give him any power or authority to meddle with 
his Perſon, Money or Effects, and he was therefore the more 
aſtoniſhed at his inſolent and - officious undertaking. What 

authority 
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authority had Vigbiman to countenance the maletreatment 
Mr. C. met with at J/h:ites-Alley ? To kidnap him into a 
Hackney-Coach by his Myrmidons, and ſend him to the Mad- 
houſe at Bethnal-Green, to ſeize his Money and Effects, to 


receive his Money and pay his Debts, to order him to be 


treated in the Madbeuſe worle than any in a Spaniſh Ingui- 
ſition, to debar him the uſe of pen, ink, and paper? And 
when he got theſe privately, to intercept his letters, to deprive 
him of the comfortable viſits of his friends ? And all to extort 
from him a full pardon for all his wicked cònduct, which 
Mr. C. would never grant upon any conſideration ; truſtin 
in God, and depending upon the Juſtice of his Cauſe, — 
the Equity of the Laws of England. 

This projector Wightman was ſo bold and unmannerly 
as to break open ſeveral things ſealed up by Mr. C. to exa- 
mine his papers, to ſettle his accounts, and to act as if 
Mr. C. had been dead, and Wigbiman had been his heir and 
executor, But how J/:ightman can account for his manage- 
ment is not eaſy to imagine, he doing it without authority 
and even contrary to Mr, C's expreſs orders. Ofwald and 
his family were Tools to ſerve him upon all Occaſions, *Tis 
faid that Wightman their lodger ſpent a great deal of money 


in their houſe, and entertained them often with ſuppers, yea 


he was ſo bold as to ſend to Mr. C's lodging in J/hite's- Alley 
for a handſom preſent of Bacon, that was ſent to Mr. C. 
from the country, and treated his landlord and landlady with 
it; and in all reſpects he acted moſt unaccountably, A Gentle- 
man of uncommon worth who knows Vigbiman, asked 


Mr. C. How Wightman came to do it at firſt ?” Mr. C. 


ſaid, That he did not know how to anſwer that Queſtion, 
hut that he knew that J/7ghtman was a man full of conceit,” 
The Gentleman replied, © That he knew that very well.” 


I- 


Migbiman being ſoon convinced that Mr. C. was not fit 


for a Madhouſe, and finding he could not procure his pardon, 
continued him ſtill in priſon by his arbitrary power; and 
Wightman and Wright are to anſwer for all the deplorable 


cruel Uſage Mr. C. met with during his Confinement there; 


yet Wightman willing ſtill to ſcreen himſelf found means to 


aſſemble his Aſſociates in a ſtrict combination (called in the 


Narrative, The BLIiNDp-BEeNcH) that they might act in con- 
cert with him in his barbarous deſigns. 

His after- conduct needs not be rehearſed, it being in the 
Narrative; which plainly ſhews that he deſigned to cover 
one crime by another more heĩuous, and to juſtify his ſending 


Mr. C. to a Madherſe by ing him in Bethlehem, whereb 
| 2 he 
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he thought all his former crimes would be covered: But, bleſſed 
be God, who diſappointed the counſel H this Ahithophel, and 
turned it inta foolifhneſs. ; 

Tis hoped no conſidering perſon will diſapprove of Mr. C's 
proſecuting of Wightman in the King's - Bench, and his 
trying to recover damages for his Joſs of Reputation and 
Credit, his long cruel Sufferings, even to the danger of 
his Life, his loſs of Money, Goods and Effects, the alicnat- 
ing of the hearts of many of his friends by horrid lies and 
falſhoods, the intercepting of his Letters, and many other 
Damages that can be proved in law before the Judge and Jury : 
And moſt rational Men will readily judge, that if ſuch bar- 
barous Treatment in Vightman goes unpuniſhed, no man can 
be ſecure from being carried to Bethnal-Green upon the leaſt 
groundleſs ſurmiſe. 

Matthew Wright that keeps the Madhouſe on Bethnal. Green, 
has been often puniſhed for unjuſtly receiving, detaining and 
maletreating many innocent perſons in his abominable Mad- 
houſe. He is an old offender, and *tis great pity that thoſe in 
authority ſhould not order a due inſpection and examination 
of the conduct of his houſe, where may be ſcen ſome ſcores 
of miſerable wretches treated worſe than Galley-flaves by his 
ſovereign arbitrary pleaſure, like a Turkiſh Baſhaw, without 
being allowed the kind viſits of their friends, or of any 
perſons to hear their Caſe ; which is a violent breach upon 
the liberties of the ſubject, and a great diſgrace upon a Chri- 
ſtian Country. His wife is as bad as himſelf, tho* more cun- 
ning: His ſervants are all his obſequious Cannibals. right 
ſaid of his man Davis, That he neither feared God nor 
< the Devil, Heaven nor Hell!“ Sure none can blame Mr. C. 
for proſecuting thoſe vile people for the barbarous T reat- 
ment he met with at Bethnal- Green, and the great Damages 
he thereby received, | 

As for the people that ailiſted Grant and his wife in White's- 
Alley, they can tell, when they appear in Court, by whoſe 
order they acted as they did, and who miſrepreſented Mr, C's 
* Caſe, and made the firſt falſe alarm to them. 

As for Dr. Monro, he ſoon became intirely Migbtman's Crea- 
ture, and afterwards Chairman of the pretended Court of the 
BLIND-BENCEHz; and uſed all poſſible means to ſcreen Might- 
man, tho? in vain, It is to be wiſhed that the Doctor's conduct 
in his office was narrowly inſpected for the good of many poor 
Patients ; and that his authority in declaring men mad might 
be impaired ; and that he might be ſeverely puniſhed, if he 
deſerves it, ſeeing he is always on the ſevere fide with his poor 

| Patients, 
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Patients. Monro hath raiſed ſeveral groſs Calumnies againſt 
Mr. C. to ſcreen Wightman, and hath been his great Con- 
federate. 

As for the members of VigbtmansB LIN D- BRN e, the Queſ- 
tion is, whether they may not be properly termed Conſpirators, 
along with Wightman, againſt the Honour, Credit, Life, 
Liberty and Property of Mr. C. to ſcreen M ghtman's horrid 
Conduct; for by what authority could they meet in Judgment 
from time to time, from the 1 4th of April when they com- 
menced to the 27th of June, having had a Being during 
ten weeks and five days ? Their infatuation in meeting about 
a month after Mr. C's amazing Eſcape greatly a any them, 
and lays open their wicked deſigns. 

Sure Mr. C. gave them no authority, nor can they pretend 
to be Commiſſioners of Lunacy under the great Seal. Did 
the Lord Chancellor, or any of the twelve Judges, or 
the Lord Mayor of London, or any other competent authority 
empower them to meet, to conſider of a man with whom 
they had nothing to do? Nor can they juſtly pretend, that 


it was out of kindneſs to Mr. C. for they met to make 


inſolent and barbarous decrees, particularly about ſending 
him to Bethlehem, the ſoreſt Evil that could befal him, and 
which he dreaded more than Death. If ſuch illegal Combi- 
nations ſhould not be diſcountenanced, what man in England 
can be ſafe ? But the conſideration of this point is left to the 
Judge and Jury. 

But their own Reflexions will chaſtiſe them ſomewhat ; for 
Mibtman, who came to town only the week before, would 
have done better to have minded his own affairs, than to have 
undertaken a T ruſt, without leave, of managing a perſon as 
a madman who was not a madman. 5 

Amro had better have minded his Patients in the ſeveral 
Madbouſes, (which perhaps are too many to be well minded 
by one man) than to beChairman of this BLIN D-BENncH, and 
at the head of the Combination to carry Mr. C. to Bethle- 
hem. What reward he received from J/jghtman is beſt known 
to himſelf, 

Ofwald,who with Crockſhank began the Hue and Cry without 


cauſe, was ſo bold as to ſtop Mr. C's meſſages when at 


Bethnal-Green, and to uſurp a power over him by giving a 
written order to thoſe he had a mind ſhould viſit Mr, C. Of- 
wald was Wightman'sTool in aſſembling the BLinD-Bencn, 
and a member of the BEN H ;but let the world judge whether 
this BENCH had a very learned member when they had him, 
and whether any man can be more skilled'in the Res Medica 

than 
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than he, or can know better the Laws of England with reſpect 
to Lunatichs and Madmen, except his audacious Wife who 
governs him. It is ſuppoſed that Ofwald and his Wife 
will be brought to Shame (if they have any) for their horrid 
Lies, Aſperſions, Calumnies and Injuries againſt Mr. C. 

Dr. John Guyſe an excellent Divine, but not a greatPolitician, 
was certainly too ſanguine in favouring his Bookſeller Ofwald, 


for whoſe ſake he firſt earneſtly preſſed Mr. C. at Bethnat- 


Green to grant Wightman a full Pardon : He thought his Au- 
thority over Mr, C. greatly lighted by Mr. C's refuſal to 
comply, and the more readily joined the BLIND-BEN CH, 
diſhonourably aſſiſted Cooke and Oſwald in opening Mr. C's 
— to his Father, and vigorouſly adhered to the 2 
and illegal Deerees of that BEN CH for lodging Mr. C. 
Bethlehem, whereas he might have been better employed. 

Mr. William Crookſhank,who with Ofwald began the Hue and 
Cry, in his profound Penetration joined the BLinD-Benca 
even to the laſt, and tho” he had declared to ſeveral people 
that he believed Mr. C. not to be mad when he ſaw him at 
Bethnal-Green, yet he adhered to the dreadful Decree of ſend- 
ing Mr. C. to Bethlehem, no doubt to ſcreen himſelf for his 


former illegal Conduct, as thinking it below him to make a 


deep and humble Submiſſion for his former Crimes. If all 
this Gentleman's Conduct was narrowly canvaſſed, it would 
appear to be full of Blunders and Miſtakes, and that he hath 
often ated inconſiſtently with himſelf. 

Fobn Cooke the Apothecary in Grace-Church - Street . it 
ſeems, little buſineſs to mind when he meddled with one that 
never employed him, and never would thank him; but after 
he had the honour of a Seat on the BE NCH, and had once 
pened Mr, C 's Letter to his Father, which he had promiſed 
to forward to the Poſt-Office, (for opening of which Mr. C. 
had threatned him) he became a vigorous Adherer to the 
Decree of the BL IND. BEN u for ſending Mr. C. 
to Bethlehem, 

Richard Horton the Paſtry- Cook at the Peacock in Cornhill, 
in order to ſerve Dr. Guy/e and Ofwald, uſed all means to 
get a Pariſh-Certificate for tranſporting Mr. C. to Bethlehem, 
tho in vain ; and to the laſt he adhered to the fooliſh and 11- 
legal Decree of the BLIND-BEN CH. 

As for Londen and Grant who ſwore before the Lord 
Mayor that Mr. C. was Lunatick; London had often declared 
him to be in his right Senſes at Bethnal-Green, had not feen 
him for above eight days before he ſtood before my Lord 


Mayor, and ſo could not bond fide take that unlawful Ouch. 
rant 
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Grant poor Creature, a filly timorous old Taylor, underſtood 


no more of Lunacy than he does of A/tronomy, and not hav- 
ing ſeen Mr. C. for nine weeks and fix days before, ſeems 
therefore to be guilty of corrupt and wilful Perjury. Grant 
ſeveral years ago made oath before the Xing Bench in W:ft- 
minſ/ter-hall that a Tallow-Chandler, who was ſent by his 
Wife to H/right's Madhouſe, was mad and fit to be confined, 
yet the Jury ſaw cauſe to bring in their Verdict to the contrary, 
John Scot Mr. C's. unfaithful Servant, became wholly 
obedient to Yightman's Orders to the great detriment of his 
much injured Maſter, and ſign'd the above-mentioned Letter 
of IVightman's compoſing to Serjeant Cruden, full of horrid 
Lies and impudent Threatnings, diſcharging the Serjeant to 
meddle with Mr, C's Concerns, tho' he had Authority from 
Mr. C. himſelf. Scot ſpoke at firſt much againſt //7;ghtman as 
being a ſtrange unaccountable Man, but it ſeems he was either 
wheedled or threatned into a very criminal Compliance. 


The following Accounts of Mr. C. by Mr. Simpſon and 
Mr. Robinſon, the Originals of which can be produced, are 
a full Evidence of Mr. C's being of a ſound Mind at 
Bethnal-Green. | 

At the particular Deſire of a Gentleman IJ give the fol- 
lowing Account of Mr. A. C. who was confined Priſoner 
at Bethnal- Green. | | 

« Mr. A. C. is a Gentleman with whom TI have had the 
„ happineſs to be acquainted upwards of ſeventeen Years ; 


% and I muſt do him the Juſtice to ſay, that in the place of 


his Nativity where our Acquaintance commenced, his ſtrict 
«© Piety and Chriſtian Deportment endeared him to the 
* higheſt and beſt Inhabitants of the place; and the friendly 
« Correſpondence they have kept up with him ſince he 
<« left his native place, ſhews their Regard to have been 


« real and ſincere. The Winter before he came into Eng- 


« land he was Candidate for being a Regent or Profeſſor in 


the Univerſity where he had his Education, but his Friends 
«© were not ſucceſsful in that Deſign. In April 1724 he came 


to London, and in June following, by the Recommenda- 
tion of his conſtant Friend the great Dr. Calamy, he be- 
came Tutor to the only Son of the valuable Henry Coltman 
« Eſq; at 31 Elms at Southgate, The young Gentleman his 
< agreeable Pupil died much lamented in June 17 36. Provi- 
* dence hath always favoured Mr. C. in providing creditable 
4 Buſineſs for him, and alſo honoured him to be the Author 
of a very uſeful Book that will perpetuate his Memory. 

Since I came into England in May 1731, I have had 


an opportunity of knowing Mr. C. as much as many, and 
0 have 


& 
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have particularly obſerved that Perſons of the beſt Cha- 


C . . . . 
© ra&ter were always his Companions, and he was preciſe in 
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his choice this way. Knowing this to be the Gentleman's 
Character, I was greatly ſurpriz'd to hear in March laſt of 
his being ſent to a Private Madhouſe. This News was 
very ſhocking, and I had ſeveral Reaſons to give him a 
viſit ; accordingly on Friday, March 24, which was the 
Day after he was confined, I went to Bethnal-Green, ſup- 
pohng from the Accounts I had heard of him to have 
found him in great Diſorder ; but when I was admitted to 


his Room, where he was chained to his bed, he accepted 


of my viſit in his uſual civil manner ; and after asking me 
how I did, began to relate the particular Steps taken by his 
Enemies towards having him impriſoned, which he did in 
a very diſtinct compoſed manner, and appealed to me if 
they had done him Juſtice in thoſe unaccountable Steps 
they had taken. We talked on ſeveral other Subjects, and 
I was in his Company that day about three hours, in all 
which time I could obſerve nothing of Diſorder in Mr. A. C. 
only the Blows and Wounds he had received made his 
Face ſomewhat disfigured; and I may venture to ſay, that 
the Uſage he met with would have put any perſon in greater 
diſorder than it did him. At parting he delivered me ſome 
few Commiſſions to different Perſons, and defired I would 
be ſo good as to return next day with an Anſwer to theſe 
Commiſſions. Accordingly, Saturday March 25, I went 
to Bethnal-Green along with two Friends of Mr. A. C's, 
whom he had ſent for ; but upon calling at the Madhouſe 
we were told by the Servants, that no perſon could ſee 
Mr. C. without an Order from Mr. VMightman, Mr. O/- 
wald, or Dr. Monro; fo we were obliged to return with- 
out ſeeing him. 

Finding there was no Acceſs to him, I delayed offering 
him a viſit for ſome time, till I was told by a Gentleman 
that I could be admitted, and that Mr. A. C. wanted to 
ſee me ; ſo next day, being April 23, I went to Bethnal- 
Green, and found that Mr, C. was at his liberty to walk 
in the Garden, We walked for ſome conſiderable time 
in the Garden, when he gave. me a very affecting Hiſtory 
of the barbarous Treatment he had met with ſince I was 
laſt with him; to have heard which would have drawn, 
Compaſſion and Sympathy from any Heart but one of Stone. 
It being the Lord's Day, he ſpoke with greater mildneſs 
than the Subject required, wondering at the folly of his 


Adverſaries; yet telling that they had done him fo great 


Injuſtice, 
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Injuſtice, in taking away his Character and Reputation, 
and injuring him in his temporal Concerns, that he thought 
it his Jury to bring them to publick Juſtice, I adviſed Mr. C. 
to apply to the Lord Mayor, telling him that I thought his 
Lordſhip was in honour obliged to protect a London-Citizen : 
ThePropoſal he readily complied with, but complained great- 
ly of his being kept from the uſe of Pen, Ink and Papers 
which hindred him much in his Enterpriſes. . Afterwards 
Mr. C. made me dine with him, which time he ſpent in 
ſerious Diſcourſe according to his ordinary way, eſpecially 
he pitied Sabbath- Breakers ; which Subject he was led to 
from ſome obſervations he had taken of the Conduct of 2 
Man whoſe Care he was unhappily then under, Dinner 
being over he read in his Bible, and then went to Prayer, 
which he ſet about with the greateſt Compoſure, Diſtinct- 
neſs, and Fervency ; and I could not obſerve the leaft 
miſtake in his Performance, nor could another of no mean 
Capacity, who happened to join him in that Performance. 
A Gentleman with his Son viſited him that afternoon, 
and had a long Converſation with him, and we were 
all unanimous that he had no buſineſs in that Place, nor 
any need of ſuch barbarous Keepers ; for none of us could 
obſerve the leaſt ſigns of Diſorder during the whole Con- 
verſation of the day. At parting he defired I would viſit 
him next day, becauſe he had ſome things of Importance 
to acquaint me with, which he did not think proper to com 
municate on the Lord's Day; and in compliance with his 
Defire I called next day April 24, but was refuſed acceſs; 
nor was I allowed to ſee him any more, till I ſaw him in 
his L-odgings in Downing-Street, after his wonderful E ſcape. 
*I could not but in Juftice give this Account of Mr. A. C. 
which I ſign this 12th Day of January 1738-9. 


William Simpſon. 


Sir, I think my ſelf bound in Juſtice to give the following 
Account of Mr, Alexander Cruden, : 
After receiving a Letter dated April 11, at Bethnal- 
Green from Mr. A. C. Bookſeller to her late Majeſty 
the Great Queen Caroline, then Priſoner in Wright's Mad- 
houſe, I came according to Direction and viſited the ſaid 
Mr. C. in the Garden, when, to my great Surpriſe on the 
one hand and ineffable Satisfaction on the other, he diſ- 
courſed rationally and accurately, giving me a long Nar- 
ration of the mad E of his ſelf conceited, proud 
| « and 
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and fooliſh Adverſaries, in all which Narration he expreſſed 
his Submiſſion to divine Sovereignty, believing that infinite 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs would bring Meat out of that 
Devourer, and Sweetneſs out of that moſt bitter Potion. 


Then Mr. C. read a part of the Scripture, and prayed ac- 
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curately and fervently according to his uſual manner. A 
few minutes after he defired me to pray, defiring me to re- 


member his Caſe at the Throne of Grace. I din'd with 
him, and he gave Thanks to God diſtinctly, and had the 
air of a lively and undaunted Chriſtian ; and if I may be al- 
lowed to ſpeak what I think, that Place was more ſuitable 
for his Adverſaries. | 

About the middle of April, being the Lord's Day, 
I came to viſit Mr. C. and ſtayed about fix hours, and 
after his uſual manner he ſanctiſied that ſacred Time accord- 
ing to the Scriprures. He deſired me to go over the way to 
the Meeting-houſe and bring him an Account. of the Ser- 
mon; which I did. Several People of Faſhion came 


to ſee him, and I went into the Garden. I heard not 


their Converſation, but he parted with them after his uſual 
ſedate, complaiſant, rational and Chriſtian manner. After 
I came into his Room he converſed of revealed Religion 
ſuitable to the Day : He prayed moſt rationally and fer- 
vently as at other times. At Parting, being eight o'clock, 


he deſired me to call at the Miniſter's Houſe, being de- 


ſirous of a Viſit from him. 
About three Days after I came to viſit Mr. C. and ſaw 


him in great dritreſs of Body, he having taken a Vomit, In 


the Intervals of his exceſſive Straining and Reaching he 
diſcourſed faintly, but moſt rationally, telling me he was ſure 


God would make all tend to his Good : He never dropt a 


Word tinctur'd with Fretfulneſs, Paſſion, or private and 
perſonal Revenge. | 
At another time, being the Lord's Day, I ſtayed, I think, 
ſix or ſeven hours; and all Mr, C. 's Diſcourſe was worthy of 
a Man of Reaſon, Learning, and Religion. I viſited him 
in all five times; and all his Converſation would have ſuſ- 
tain'd the Trial of an exact Printer, an accurate Correc- 
tor, and a cenſorious, if candid, Reader. 

I came four or five times more, but was denied acceſs, 
theUnder-keeper telling me that he was ſtrictly forbid to let 
any Perſon have acceſs to Mr. C. without a written Order 
from Wightman. I never ſaw him tillafter his amazing and 
almoſt miraculous Deliverance; but when Judgment returns 
to Righteouſneſs a Nigrum Theta will be printed on the _ 
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« heads of ſuch wretched Creatures: Tho' Pm ſure he bears 
« them no private Hatred, yet I ſhould rejoice to hear that 
« they were made ſenſible of their Wickedneſs, his Cha- 
« rafter reſtored, and Loſſes repaired. 

„Written and ſubſcribed this 24th of January 17 38-9, 


& by me 
| Fohn Robertſ:n. 
It is humbly hoped that Mr, C's mif-informed Friends, who 


had conceived wrong Impreſſions and difagreeable Ideas of him, 
by the malicious Induſtry of his unjuſt Adverfaries, will again 
receive him intotheir good Graces, and the rather that he has 
been ſo exceedingly injured. 

It is hoped every London-Citizen and every free-born Sub- 
ject will take the juſt Alarm by this dreadful Caſe of Mr. C. 
their Fellow-citizen, a Livery-man of the Stationers Com- 
pany, and take care of any Combinations againſt their Lives 
and Liberties, their Credit and Subſtance; or elſe Farewel 
good old Britiſb Liberty. 

The beſt way for the Londen-Citizens and all hisMajesTy's 
Subjects to have true Conceptions of the great Injuries done to 
Mr. C. is to ſuppoſe the Caſe to have been their own ; What 
Satisfaction and Reparation would they have expected from 
IVightman, Monro, Ofwald, MWrigbt and the other Accom- 
plices ? It is plain that thoſe Men at firſt ated raſhly and 
without conſideration, unjuſtly and without cauſe, prag- 
matically and without authority ; and when they afterwards 

rceived that Mr, C. firmly reſolved to demand legal Satiſ- 
faction, their corrupt guilty Hearts prompted thein fe endeavour 
to conceal, as it were, Adultery with Murder, or to cover one hei- 
nous Crime with another more heinous : And they have by their 


"ſtubborn and impenitent Behaviour rendred themſelves greatly 


deſerving of the ſtricteſt Juſtice, by endeavouring to colour 


over their Management by raiſing and propagating Lies and 


Calumnies againſt Mr. C. ; 

Mr. C. being at Southgate, Wightman went for Scotland 
Sept. 15 with Dr. Monro's Son: Whether he may be called 
a Fugitive from Juſtice or not, time will diſcover ; for two 


Actions were commenced againſt him before that time; the 
firſt for ſeizing Mr. C's Money, the ſecond for Perſonal In- 
juries. The Declaration for the ſecond Action before the 
"King's - Bench is to the Damage of Ten Thouſand 
Pounds: The falſe Impriſonment for nine Weeks and 


fix Days, at five Pounds an Huur, being 8280 J. and 
the Aſſault and other Damages at 1720 l. The firſt Action 


for 


60 The Lonpon-Cirizen Exceedingly Injured. 


for the Money ſeiz d began in the Sheriff5-Court at Guildhall, 
and jt appears that Mr. C's Adverſaries are much hardned, 
and have given a great deal of trouble to him in this Action: 
They have moved it to the Lord- Mayor's-Court, and it has 
teen brought back to the Sheriff5-Court ; where they ſuppoſing 
Judgment would be ſigned againſt them, moved it to the 
Cuurt of the Common- Pleas at Meſiminſter-Hall, as if they were 
very fond to dreathe a little before they expire. 

Many valuable ends may be anſwered by bringing Fight \, 
man Mrigli, the BL IN D-BEN CH, &c. toJuſtice, namely, the 
recovering of Mr. C's Character, a full Reparation and Sa- 
tisfaction for Damages, the making of them Examples to deter 
others form committir g the like Crimes for the time to come: 

And it is humbly hoped that the LEGISLATURE will ſee the 
Neceflity of bringing in a Bill to regulate Private Madhouſes.. 

Mr. C. is far from being of a revengeful Spirit, and defires 
not to ſay, That he will recompenſe Evil, but truſts in Cod 
who delivers him out of all his Troubles, that he will ſave his 
Character and every thing relating to him: And that his 
Integrity ſhall Sine as the Light, and his Innocence as the 
Neon-day : Prov. xx. 22. Pſal. xxxvii. 6. His former great 
Deliverances, by the Goodneſs of a kind Providence, encourage 
him to wait on God for Salvation, in every Reſpect, thre' | 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


ADVERTISEMEN T, June 23, 1739. 


81 N CE the firſt Publication of this Journal, three 
Months ago, Mr. C. hath added the following Paragraph 
in /talick Characters to ſeveral Advertiſements of it in the 
News-Papers ; but Facts are ſtubborn Things, and it hath been 
faid that Mr. C's Adverſaries are wiſer than to attempt to an- 
ſwer it. Theſe hardened Men are ſo impudent as to throw the 
old Reproach and Calumny of Diſorder upon Mr. C. but they 
are now like Serpents without a Sting, and would readily de- 
clare him a wiſe and meek Man, if he ſhould be ſo weak, and 
ſo unjuſt to himſelf and the Publick, as to drop his Actions at 
Law againſt them. 1 
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